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Created in His Image
By Norman Grubb

God in Himself is nothing but love: we humans are created
in His image so that the true ground of our being is the
God who is love: but, in the misuses of our freedom, we
have turned our backs on our true being in Him, and have

been caught up in the illusion of independence and self-
loving selves...
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Created in His Image (cont.)

God has regained us for Himself by becoming one of us as Jesus the
Christ: Jesus, as God in the flesh and representing the human race who
have their being in Him, by the predetermined plan of God, accepted a
death at our hands.

This death, in our stead, has removed the inevitability of our 'death'
(everlasting separation from the God of our being), has cleansed away
the guilt of our sin-life (continual breakings of the law of love), and has
delivered us from 'the wrath to come' (the unavoidable effect of our
rebellion against the love-law of the universe). Raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father, the resurrection was the evidence that all that
had to be done in our stead has been done; therefore, we can regard
ourselves in God's sight as those who are without sin, justified,
righteous in Christ's righteousness.

But also this death, as being we who died on that cross, has cut us off
from the Spirit of self-centeredness, that false God which had
immersed humanity in his great delusion, for death is separation of a
body from its spirit: and this resurrection, it being we who were buried
with Him and raised with Him, was the Spirit of self-giving, the Spirit of
love, the God who is that Spirit joining Himself to us, removing the
hindrance (the false possessor) to our discovering Him as the God of our
being.

Taken from: The Spontaneous You

For many years after his retirement as General
Secretary for the Worldwide Evangelization Cru-
sade, Norman Grubb traveled extensively sharing
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Total Truth for
her life.

Life: The What, The Who,
The Why (Excerpt)

By Page Prewitt
Crucified with Christ—What Does It Mean?

There are a lot of explanations for what our being dead with Christ
means. But most of them are not only confusing, but inaccurate. We
must get it clear that death does not mean our termination. It is,
instead, the process by which spirit is separated from body.

The Bible says that Christ became sin—or in other words, He took the
spirit of Satan/sin on Himself (2 Cor. 5:21) and was crucified (put to
death), the purpose of which was to eternally separate Himself from the
sin spirit. This sacrifice of His life made possible this freedom for all
mankind. We were crucified with Him. And by His miraculous sacrificial
death we, too, were freed from the Satan/sin spirit. However, this work
does not take place in our life until we accept Christ and this work He
did for us on the cross. At that moment, we are raised to nhewness of life
by the Holy Spirit and from that moment on our life is the life of Christ
in us.

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him,
‘ ‘ that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead
is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with Him. (Rom. 6:6-8)
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Life: The What, The Who,
The Why (cont.)

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead
‘ ‘ dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit , ,
who dwells in you. (Rom. 8:11)

Thus, in actual fact, we become new creatures, or what the Bible calls
the “new man.” When this exchange of spirits takes place in us, the old
man who is made up of our human spirit joined to Satan no longer
exists. In spite of what we are universally taught, there is no longer an
old man waiting around to re-invent himself as us. Our new life is now
the life of Christ who joins himself to us in an eternal union.

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
‘ ‘ death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk , ,
in newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

| am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not |,
‘ ‘ but Christ lives in me: and the life which | now live in
the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave Himself for me. (Galatians 2:20) , ,

It is very important for you to understand that | am not in any way
saying that we reach a state of perfection where it is impossible for us
to sin. The explanation of sin in the life of a Christian will come later.

| hope this short account lets you see that when we say that through
Jesus’ body death on the cross we become new creatures in Christ, we
are stating a literal fact and not some high-sounding spiritual ideal. We
are actually changed from having Satan joined to us (Satan/l) to Christ
joining Himself to us (Christ/I).
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Statement of Faith [t ]

The purpose of Zerubbabel Press is to further the great high calling of
the Lord Jesus to carry His Gospel to the whole world. This calling is
known in the Christian world as the Great Commission. Our
interpretation of the Gospel is that Jesus Christ was the second
member of the Trinity, fully God, made manifest in the flesh. He was
tempted in all points as we are, but totally without sin. He was crucified
for the sins of the world, was buried, and rose from the dead on the
third day, according to the Scriptures. He gives the power to become
the sons of God to all who receive Him.

Beyond this forgiveness of sins, Zerubbabel
Press is committed to proclaiming to every
creature the mystery of the Gospel, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory (Col. 1:27). The
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the |,
Church at Pentecost means that Christ has
joined Himself to us as one spirit (1 Cor. 6:17).
Thus we see that Christ has reproduced
Himself in our flesh, and we Christians are
really Christ living as us (Gal. 2:20)....

Continue Reading Our Full Statement of Faith on our website zerubbabel.org

We Have Been

Deceived About Ourselves
By Norman Grubb

We are seeing a tremendous revolutionary reality—that humans never
had a nature by themselves. They were both created and later
redeemed to express in simple spontaneity and naturalness Him who is
God in us and who, scripture says, "dwells in us and walks in us” (2 Cor.
6:16). Likewise after the Fall, when we had freely joined ourselves to
Satan, we had no nature of our own either. So there never has been a
“human” nature. Therefore there is no point in considering whether we
believers have two natures or one! No, we humans have none, but
tragically or gloriously, spontaneously manifest the nature of the deity
in us.

But as we investigate this actual, factual relationship between God and
man—in which man is nothing but the agency by whom God reveals
Himself as God, and God in love-action—it becomes obvious that man is
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We Have Been
Deceived About Ourselves (cont.)

not a robot, with no free expression of himself as a person. It is precisely
the opposite. We see the total freedom of the Divine Person fulfilling
His love-purposes through the total freedom of the human person. And
how can that be? It is no paradox when, as we have already seen,
freedom must make its choices and the free will then loves to be
controlled by its choice. We still do what we want to do. There is no
need to force a person’s will. All the other person need do is to attract
and captivate our “want” and then we will love to act in harmony with
him. Give a child another toy, and his crying after the first one
disappears. People often ask, How can we conceive of God changing a
person’s will if he is free? The answer is that God changes our “want,”
and the will follows spontaneously. Once God has captured our wills by
drawing us back to Himself through Christ, then it is He in us who “wills
and does of His good pleasure” (and it is always good!) and it is we who
naturally, gladly, freely work it out (Phil. 2:13-14).

He who is the “Freedom of the universe” can only be His free Self by His
sons as they are free. Only with freedom can there be expansion and
development, so God's universe can only be entrusted as an
inheritance to those free to develop it—to persons, not automata. If
there are two freedoms, that of the Creator Person and that of the
created persons, the one simple necessity is that the Creator and
created be in such a love-union that the sons love to fulfill the will of the
Father, and yet always are consciously free in working it out. It still
remains an apparent contradiction to reason and logic, | realize, but
there is no contradiction in daily living. We who are in this love-union
know we are free, and we make our free decisions and carry them out
into action, yet we equally laughingly and delightedly know we are
doing what is worked in us to will and do. So here is the perfection of
freedom which we who have found “the way” delight in, and in which
we freely operate. This revelation from the Scriptures is so central to our
very being that we will go over it again, for the repeating of something
this important can only help settle the truth more firmly in us.

Our failure to recognize that we Christians are never independent
selves and have no human nature of our own but are always, eternally,
expressions of the Deity Person whose property we are, and that we
manifest His nature, is the root of all our confusion and frustrations. All
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We Have Been
Deceived About Ourselves (cont.)

redeemed sons of God struggle with it in their
newly awakened zeal to be the kind of people we

know we ought to be. It is the root of our and Paul’s Scan To Read
Full Article

Romans 7 “wretchedness.” It is the blank wall of
obstruction we appear to be confronted with in all
of life's problems. It also appears to us as an
immovable block in our bringing Christ to others,
with their deafened ears or prejudiced hearts. The
false concept of independent self is the all-round
blockage; indeed, it is the only blockage of all life.

Taken from: Yes, | Am
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Words To Live By

We learn through the slave and branch analogies that we never
exercised any kind of in-between life as self-operators. We are slaves of
either one owner or another, or branches of either one vine or the other.
Therefore, the idea that we humans were self-operating selves and had

a ‘nature’ or quality of life of our own has been a vast human illusion—
there never was such a thing. We have been created to produce the
way of life of our Deity Creator and Operator. Only first we had to
experience and discard through Calvary that false deity operator, who
produced that opposite, negative way of life.

By Norman Grubb




