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The Royal Priesthood
By Norman Grubb

The priesthood is the summit. He [Jesus

Christ] is “the Great High Priest.” This

is marvelously the final expression of

the Being of God, and therefore of us as

His re-expression. Marvelous that the

nature of the One in the universe, the

Eternal Being, is purely other-love. He

for His universe, not the universe for

Him. The Lamb on the throne. Fantas-

tic! The Lamb slain, ever fulfilling the

eternal law of the cross: life issues from

death. The One whose total nature is

that He died that others may live. The

highest position through eternity given,

as Paul revealed, not to a conquering

monarch, in the usual sense in which we

think of a conquest, but to the One who

has conquered His universe and won all

to Himself by becoming their servant to

the final point that “He humbled Him-

self and became obedient unto death,

even the death of the cross.” Then

God’s verdict is pronounced in the pres-

ence of all peoples, ‘Wherefore God has

highly exalted Him and given Him a

name above every name” that all should

bow the knee to Him and confess Him

as Lord! (Phil. 2:5-11). What? A king

crowned with many crowns—yes. In

fact, the King, but crowned with a

crown of thorns that we all might be-

come co-kings with Him!

The Spirit’s Drive in Us

So it is now with us as with Him.

Freed from our own self-problems, a

permanent drive “eats us up,” that all

the world, and that means for us all

within our guided reach, must share this

life’s secret which belongs to them if

they but knew it: “Beloved, now are we

the sons of God and it doth not yet ap-

pear what we shall be.” And so a priest

is a commissioned person. He can’t

help it. He doesn’t seek out the commis-

sion, it seeks him out. It’s a divine

“must.” What “must”? Whatever con-

fronts us as the area within our reach

where we can bring Christ to others. I

had to be a witness to Christ to my fel-

low soldiers in World War I. I had to

knock on doors of the men’s rooms in

Trinity College, Cambridge, when I

went from the army to the university,

and invite them to come to our Christian

Fellowship and find Christ, out of

which came the birth of the now world-

wide InterVarsity Christian Fellowship.

And, always seeing that the front line is

...a priest is a commissioned 

person. He can’t help it. 

He doesn’t seek out the 

commission, it seeks him out. 

It's a divine “must.” What

“Must”? Whatever confronts us 

as the area within our reach 

where we can bring Christ 

to others. 

Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

“Every born-again son of God has at once

begun to be a priest-intercessor from the

moment the Spirit has made his body His

temple,” writes Norman Grubb in this ex-

cerpt from To All Believers: It's as Simple as

This. The following article is perhaps Nor-

man's most complete teaching on our high-

est calling as sons of God: “the total

fulfillment in present-day world living” to

present “every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”

(Col.  1:28).
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the place for a soldier in a war, when I

heard C.T. Studd, who had sold all

(being England’s great cricketer and a

wealthy man) to take the gospel to

tribes in Africa who had never heard of

him, I had to go and join him. And now

after years of taking Christ to the un-

reached peoples of the world, in my

“old age” at 94, I have to take this final

total reality of Christ reliving His life in

our forms and going into saving action

by us, to all who will give me a hearing.

This life is a glorious “have-to.” There-

fore, in actuality every born-again son

of God has at once begun to be a priest-

intercessor from the moment the Spirit

has made his body His temple. We are

a commissioned people!

The way of the intercessor-priest is

by whatever form of involvement the

Spirit indicates to us that we can be in

action in bringing our light to others.

Obviously there can be no limits to what

special way that is. But it will be in the

form of self-giving, in no way engi-

neered by us, but by which we take the

place of those we are intercessor for, that

they might take their places as redeemed

sons of God. It is thus vicarious. It just

will cost and will be a death for us—not

sought for by us, but in some forms our

heart and mind and body involvement

for these others will bring a death: to our

reputation in being called “fanatics,” to

our material and physical expenditure,

to who knows what in what way. For

death, as Jesus said in John 12:24,

presses out His life for others (1 Peter

2:20-25). Paul again said, “We which

live are always delivered unto death for

Jesus’ sake that the life also of Jesus

might be made manifest in our mortal

flesh. So then death worketh in us, but

life in you” (2 Cor. 4:12). 

That’s the cost of intercession fol-

lowing on to the commission. Often we

may not realize we are in an interces-

sory “death” until we find we are! But

then knowing that this is the interces-

sor’s way, we anticipate the glory in the

suffering. He “poured out His soul unto

death and...made intercession for the

transgressors” (Is. 53:11-12). “For the

joy set before Him, [He] endured the

cross” (Heb. 12:2).

The Gaining of Specific 

Intercessory Objectives

But, it makes such a difference if

we have come to know this intercessory

way of the priest and are not just going

blindly along it (which we probably all

do in our early “little children, young

men” days). We then know that the ul-

timate of an intercession is the gaining

of it. Prayer may, intercession must! But

this means we cannot rest or lay down

our arms of faith until it has been

gained. This may be part of our “death,”

for we are taking no “no” in the com-

mission. When we haven’t understood

this, then we may speak of our calling

or ministry as “called to be faithful, but

not necessarily successful.” But no! We

hear God’s word to Joshua picking up

Moses’ commission, “then thou shalt

have good success.” I have personally

walked this way since the Spirit re-

...every born-again son of God 

has at once begun to be a 

priest-intercessor from the 

moment the Spirit has made 

his body His temple. We are a

commissioned people!
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         The purpose of this magazine is to further the

great high calling of the Lord Jesus to carry His

Gospel to the whole world. This calling is known in

the Christian world as the Great Commission. Our

interpretation of the Gospel is that Jesus Christ is the

second member of the Trinity, fully God, made man-

ifest in the flesh. He was tempted in all points as we

are, but totally without sin. He was crucified for the

sins of the world, was buried, and rose from the

dead on the third day, according to the Scriptures.

He gives the power to become the sons of God to all

who receive Him.

         Beyond this forgiveness of sins, The

Intercessor is committed to proclaiming to every

creature the mystery of the Gospel, which is Christ in

you, the hope of glory (Col. 1:27). The outpouring of

the Holy Spirit upon the Church at Pentecost means

that Christ has joined Himself to us as one spirit (I

Cor. 6:17). Thus we see that Christ has reproduced

Himself in our flesh, and we Christians are really

Christ living as us (Gal. 2:20).

         Therefore, there is not only the forgiveness of

sins but also a life in Christ of knowing we are dead to

sin (Rom. 6). Furthermore, we are dead to the Law

(Rom. 7), since the power of sin is through the Law.

Christ is the only Lawkeeper (Rom. 8), and there is no

independent human nature that can keep the Law,

though we are continually tempted to believe so.

         Belief in an independent human nature is

Satan’s lie and the root of sin. Non-Christians are

really Satan-indwelt, expressing his lusts (John

8:44), just as we have come to learn that Christians

are Christ-indwelt, expressing His righteousness (2

Cor. 6:16). Humans have no moral nature of their

own, meaning that we are simply expressions of the

indwelling deity nature, either of Christ or Satan (the

fallen created being who is the spirit of error). Sin in a

Christian is a result of believing again Satan’s lie that

there is a human nature which can do good or evil.

         Our full restoration, then, is to see ourselves as

Christ in the world and to labor and travail to see

Christ formed in others according to the mighty

working of the Spirit. This is “intercession,” the defi-

nite laying down of our lives to present every man

perfect in Christ (Col. 1:28). The Intercessor is com-

mitted to this great and thrilling commission, the

cost of bringing it about, and the resurrection joy of

reaping the harvest!

Statement 
of Purpose

vealed that to me even in my college

days. I couldn’t take it when I heard an

annual report of some ministry de-

scribed as faithful but not successful.

This is also where the declaration of

faith that God is bringing something to

pass, not yet visible, is a form of the

death. Rees Howells had this “commis-

sion,” in the early days of World War II

when confronted with all the might of

Hitler and Mussolini, to see and say

God would destroy those dictators and

open the world to the gospel. In the

power and spirit confirmation of the

word of faith given them and declared

by them, they held the celebration of the

end of the war just at the time when

Hitler’s panzers broke through into Hol-

land and Belgium, seized France and

threatened Britain!! No wonder the

public papers called him a false

prophet, and the majority of God’s peo-

ple, ignorant of the fundamental princi-

ple of intercession, said the same, and

some to this day. But read Doris Rus-

coe’s little book The Intercession of

Rees Howells (Zerubbabel Press), and

trace that warfare of faith through to its

amazing, almost unbelievable open

doors and vast worldwide response to

the gospel today, far “more exceeding

abundantly above” what Rees Howells

himself “asked or thought.” 

Intercession is the Intercessor Him-

self, The Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:27), op-

erating in us/as us, in His whole divine

process of Commission, Cost, Comple-

tion. It will so often appear to us in our

appearance-humanity that it is we

caught up in the commission, we who

are torn apart by some forms of dying–

certainly usually through our reputation

as fanatics and sometimes physically

and materially. But, the Spirit then re-

minds us, “These are the sufferings of

Christ by you” (1 Pet. 4:13). This is He

manifesting His resurrection life by you

(2 Cor. 4:11).” For “we” are really He;

there is no separated “we.”

Children, Young Men and Fathers

So do I make the point clear? The

priest-intercessor is the Bible descrip-

tion of all of us born of the Intercessory-

Spirit. The intercession is the driving of

the Spirit in us/as us which simply im-

merses us in the necessity of others hav-

ing the Christ we have in salvation and

fullness.

In our earlier “little children” stage,

there is the drive, and we respond to it

with a mixture of much “fleshly” en-

ergy, which is God using our soul-body

energies en route to our learning the

ways of operations by Spirit-leadership.

This is like Moses starting off his rescue

of his enslaved brethren by killing the

Egyptian mistreating an Israelite, a vast

contrast to Moses 40 years later over-

coming Pharaoh by the word-of-faith

activities which produced the plagues

and the release of the nation from its

captivity. We then go through the

process of our own inner settling into

the “young man” stage of Galatians

2:20, where we become “established,

strengthened, settled” (1 Pet. 5:10). And

now we are consciously in our “father’”

Intercession is the Intercessor

Himself, The Holy Spirit 

(Rom. 8:27), operating 

in us/as us, in His whole 

divine process of 

Commission, Cost, Completion.
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tial (Acts 17:28), but with no nature of

its own by which it expresses itself.

Much like our modern day computer

with its great potential but only repro-

ducing the input of its programmer, our

only reason for existence, glorious as

that is, is to express God in His nature

and reproduce Him in all His forms of

sacrificial love-activity so that we are

He in our forms.

But because nothing in the universe,

from God Himself through all His cre-

ation, can operate except by interaction

with its opposite, the one utilizing the

other for its manifestation, so we, in our-

selves as His highest form of creation,

can only know ourselves and operate as

selves by being confronted with the op-

posite. Created to manifest God in His

nature of self-giving love, we were con-

fronted with and caught up by that false

“god” of self-loving self and were then

deceived to the point of thinking it was

ourselves operating ourselves, instead of

the true fact that it was that evil one ex-

pressing his nature by us. It is a ridicu-

lous and total impossibility for humans

to be self-operating selves. There is no

such thing in the universe.

Our Last Adam then, our Lord Jesus

Christ, representing us, voluntarily ac-

cepted His Calvary death in our place

and as us. Thus “made sin” as us, by His

death He “died to sin,” that sin-spirit

which occupied us, and by His resurrec-

tion His Spirit of self-giving love re-

placed that false spirit of error. This

then is the fact in us when in our free-

dom as persons, by the grace operation

on us first by the law and then of the

Spirit, we come to recognize who we

now are: formerly Satan-I, now Christ-

I, as in Galatians 2:20.

We are liberated to recognize that

stage, where we have, like Paul, “won

Christ,” and thus the highest privilege

of being leveled with Him as co-saviors

(1 Cor. 9:22), co-commissioned,  co-la-

borers, co-sufferers, co-diers, co-risers

in co-resurrection, which with us brings

“many sons to glory.”

A Missionary Mother’s Intercession

This priesthood-intercession may

take a multitude of different forms in the

originality of the Intercessor-Spirit in us

and by us. But it now means a commis-

sion no longer in ignorance of the fact

that I am an intercessor. I am grabbed by

some involvement in God’s saving pur-

pose, maybe starting in one life and on

to many. There it is. I can’t help it. I am

“in it to win it,” to use my friend Roy

Putnam’s phrase. This is my Spirit-given

commission, small or great, which may

last long or short until it has been gained.

It may be as “simple” as one mother of a

missionary I knew, Mrs. Scholes, both a

widow and blind, who so gladly gave her

only child, her son Jack, to be a pioneer

missionary in the Congo. When she be-

came blind (in the days before state sup-

port in Britain of such a condition) and

her friends said her son must come home

to care for her, this was her reply: “His

homecoming is just what would kill me!

My life is in Jack taking Jesus to the

Africans.” And he never did come home

except for furlough visit. “Mother Sc-

holes” was an intercessor.

The cost is the battle of faith and

works. I am a soldier in my front line.

The heat of the battle is what Paul called

“fighting the good fight of faith.” All the

lives of the great men of faith in the

Bible illustrate that battle. Do I confront

some apparent impossibility and have to

move into some word of faith on the

basis of Mark 11:20-24, which must be

maintained, persisted in and confirmed

by the inner confirmation of the Spirit?

Watch that often swaying battle of faith

in those faith-victors of Hebrews 11.

That is the heartbeat of intercession.

There is then the further cost of what-

ever form of activity-involvement the

Spirit takes us into. I am a “missionary

in action” in some field of action.

The final is the gaining of the inter-

cession, the persistence in the commis-

sion until we see the completion: Jesus’

“I have a baptism to be baptized with

and how am I straitened until it be ac-

complished” (Luke 12:50) and Paul’s “I

have fought a good fight, I have finished

my course.” Prayer may… intercession

must! Commission, Cost, Completion.

To Sum Up

Here is the outpouring in a kind of

resume form of what I daringly call (to

me) Total Truth. I gave it in more detail

in my previous book, Yes, I Am. 

The heart of revelation is that there

is only One Person in the universe man-

ifesting Himself in an infinite variety of

visible forms. Therefore the human self,

His highest form of manifesting Him-

self created in His own image, is basi-

cally nothing but a vessel, branch,

temple, body-member, slave, with its

perfection of created being and poten-

Thus “made sin” as us, by 

His death He “died to sin,” that 

sin-spirit which occupied us, 

and by His resurrection 

His Spirit of self-giving love 

replaced that false spirit of error. 
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there never was anything basically evil

in our human selves, any more than

there was anything basically good

(Rom. 7:18). But as formerly sin-ex-

pressers through Satan in his sin form

indwelling us, now we are God-ex-

pressers through Christ in His holiness

nature indwelling us. So we boldly now

accept ourselves and be ourselves with

no condemnation, with no change nec-

essary in our human selves created in

His image, for the radical change is in

the one expressing himself in his nature

as us. There is no change of our human

self (which had no nature) but of the

deity owner and indweller expressing

his nature by us. We are free to be—

now kept by our Keeper.

Living in this present Satan-in-

fected world, as lights in a dark place,

we are continually assaulted by every

kind of enticement to respond to that

tempter around us. But we have learned

not to take condemnation for tempta-

tion, but instead to recognize and ac-

cept it as living always within range,

even as Jesus was tempted in all points

like as we are, yet. without sin. Thus

recognizing the subtle temptation to re-

spond to the lie of the independent self

and taking no condemnation for the

pulls of Satan by temptation, we are

equally free to recognize who we really

are, the Spirit of holiness in us/as us,

and we expressing Him in whatever re-

placement meets the temptation: hate

by love, fear by faith, lust by self-giv-

ing love, and so on.

Finally, free from pressures concern-

ing our human selves, we are captured

by the pressures of self-giving love,

God in His Lamb nature, and lay

down our lives as intercessors that,

others may find their secret, of

life, “death in us, and life in you.” This

is finally total fulfillment in present-day

world living”—Paul’s Colossians 1:28,

“presenting every man perfect in Christ

Jesus.”

Amen and Amen.

–To All Believers...

It’s as Simple as This

For many years after his retirement as

General Secretary of the Worldwide

Evangelization Crusade, Norman

Grubb traveled extensively sharing the

truth of our union with Christ. He was

the author of many books and pam-

phlets, a number of which are available

through the Zerubbabel Book Ministry.

Norman P. Grubb entered the Kingdom

at 98 years of age.
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As 2017 draws to a close, we begin this

issue of The Intercessor exploring the

summit of God’s purpose for us as

“heirs of God, and joint-heirs with

Christ” (Rom. 8:17). Our lead article,

“The Royal Priesthood,” describes our

part in manifesting on earth the resur-

rection of Jesus Christ  and in complet-

ing His priestly intercession for the

human race by His operation in us/as us

(2 Cor. 4:11). Typical of all Norman

Grubb’s outpourings, this article knits

together sound biblical doctrine with

practical application and examples of

how the Total Truth of our spirit union

with Christ is lived out in everyday life.

In response to the common ques-

tion,”Why does God permit suffer-

ing?,” our Q & A feature delves into the

hidden purpose and the absolute neces-

sity of suffering in this life. To begin

with, it takes personal suffering “to start

the faith process, by which I leap to an

unseen Savior which is the real me.”

But then joined to Christ, our focus

turns to others—“We are partakers of

Christ’s sufferings” (I Pet. 4:13) in our

continual sufferings and dyings as co-

priests and co-intercessors for the lost. 

On a similar theme, Bible Bedrock

discusses what is meant by “Death is at

work in us, but life is at work in you” (2

Cor. 4:12). By accepting painful cir-

cumstances that come into my life as

intended by God, we “die to our hurt

selves,” become newly aware that

Christ is living out His life in us, and

are “freed to bring life to others by our

word of faith that God will do what He

plans to do in the specifics He shows us

in the situation.” 

This issue also focuses on a key

aspect of the Total Truth—Satan’s lie

(and the root of all sin) that we humans

are independently self-operated. In the

final excerpt of Page Prewitt’s “Life:

The What, The Who, The Why,” we are

reminded that all Satan needs to do to

get me to commit a sinful deed, is to get

me to believe the lie that I am an “alone

I” or “just me.” With this key, the final

five segments in Page’s booklet unlock

the crucial issues that daily face

Christians seeking to live a consistent,

godly life: “What about sin?,” “How

temptation really works,” “Avoiding

the sin trap,” “What to do about the tur-

moil of feelings,” and the working out

of Galatians 2:20 in my daily life as

“not I, but Christ.” Also, be sure to

enjoy Crossword, our puzzle that helps

you to review God’s truth about how to

stand in victory over sin/Satan.

“My Liberating Secret” is Kathy

Gilsenan’s compelling testimony of

how her life was radically changed by

the Total Truth with the help of Norman

Grubb’s book “The Liberating Secret.”

Kathy’s honest, insightful article

describes key passages that God used to

expose the depths of her sin and her

Editor’s Note slavery to it, and to light the way—

through repentance, restoration, and

walking moment-by-moment by

faith—to a life of “true joy like I’ve

never experienced before." 

Finally as Christmas approaches, we

feature some unique reminders of the

entrance of our Savior into time and

space. Dacia Trethewey’s “Faith

Illustrations” lead us through the famil-

iar, yet ever new Bible passages sur-

rounding the birth of “Immanuel—God

with us.” 

      Please accept this issue as our

Christmas card to you—and Steven

Prewitt’s touching nativity drawing as

its “cover.” Wishing you God’s richest

blessings at Christmas and in the com-

ing year!

By Norman Grubb

Unedited from the original.

To All Believers…

It’s as Simple as This.

Available NOW from

Now with Larger Print…
Easier To Read!

REPRINTED!
Zerubbabel       Press
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As Jesus died to Himself at Gethsemane in accept-

ing a death which He wished He could escape, so

we die to our desire to resist or refuse what we

would like to escape. This is the dying fulfilled in

our bodies. 

But where there is a dying there is a rising. As

we by acceptance die to our hurt selves, we have a

consciousness of Him living His life in us. We have

a poise, faith, peace, liberty, which hurt self does

not have. The life of Jesus is being manifested in

our mortal body, and people see something differ-

ent from the usual way of behaviour in unpleasant

circumstances. Then also, being freed from self-

pity and self-hurt (though there is the constant

hurt), we can now see along with God into some-

thing of His purposes in revealing Himself to others

by us. We are freed to co-operate by the word of

faith that God will do what He plans to do in the

specifics He shows us in the situation. We are free

to love those whose very antagonisms are proofs

that they are really crying out for love, and to give

acceptable witness as occasions arise. 

The very hurts we so deeply feel become re-

demptive in stirring us to aroused human reac-

tions which become a springboard for faith—this

dying and rising with Him. God can come through

to others, where He could not come through un-

less He first had his dying and rising human

agent. So, as Paul summed it up: “Death works in

us, but life in you.”

...There is a law, a principle at work in this, to which

Jesus referred when He said, “Except a corn of

wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone,

but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” Whatever

form it may assume, this we take for granted--that

the whole of us will be involved. Not by self-effort,

not by pressing ourselves to get into action, but we

shall find ourselves compelled: “the love of Christ

constraineth me.” We have to, and love to, right in

the midst of the cost of it. For the joy set before us,

we too endure our cross.

–Once Caught, No Escape

by Norman Grubb

“Death is at work 
in us, but life is at
work in you.”2 Corinthians 4:12
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We conclude our excerpts from Page Prewitt’s booklet,
copies of which are available from Zerubbabel Press. 

What About Sin? 

The Bible simplifies sin when it makes the bare
bones statement that everything not of faith is sin
(Rom. 14:23). Or to put it another way, all unbelief
is sin. (Unbelief means that we do not believe what
God says about us—that as Christians we are
joined to Christ, and He is one spirit with us). In
view of this fact, the first thing Satan must accom-
plish in his effort to get any believer to commit a
sinful deed is to tempt him and get him to believe
he is an independent self-operating self. In other
words, to see himself as an “alone I” or “just me.” 

When/if Satan is able to lure us by this lie into the
sin of unbelief, he gains the power to boss us on the
soul/body level and lead us into any sin deed he
chooses. Our union with Christ is not broken; how-
ever, our sin temporarily blocks the Holy Spirit
from living through us. Confession and repentance
on our part is the only way we can receive God’s
grace and forgiveness and once again walk in the
light--in actual fact, have Christ live through us. 

The good news is that we can avoid the Satan sin

the what
the who
the why

By Page Prewitt

Part Four

trap by simply remembering and, if necessary, stat-
ing the truth that thoughts and feelings are not the
real us. They are factual but not real in the eternal
Spirit sense. This is the way the Bible says it: The
things that are seen are temporal [fleeting] and the
things that are not seen are eternal [everlasting] (2 Cor.
4:18). I am not saying that we are to ignore our
thoughts and feelings. To the contrary, it is very im-
portant that we look at them honestly, and if neces-
sary, talk about them to someone, but as quickly as
possible, move past them and begin to reflect on
who we are in our spirit center—we joined to
Christ rather than how we feel. 

Paul uses the marriage analogy in Romans Chapter
Seven to help clarify this issue. He says in this pas-
sage that we must consciously enter into the reality of
not only our cut-off from our old husband Satan, but
also our marriage to our new husband Jesus Christ.
Until we do this, we will remain under the illusion
that we are independent. This puts us, unknowingly,
under the outer control of our old husband Satan.
And as a result, defeat and guilt are our lot. 

For do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who
know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as
long as he lives? For the woman who has a husband is
bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But
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if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her
husband. So then if, while her husband lives, she marries
another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her
husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no
adulteress, though she has married another man. There-
fore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law
through the body of Christ, that you may be married to
another--to Him who was raised from the dead, that we
should bear fruit to God (Romans 7:1-4). 

How Temptation ReallyWorks 

The above applies to me in relation to my writing
this booklet. In spite of the fact that I have known
from the beginning that the task of writing this is
something I have been commissioned to do, I have
been plagued with the
feelings of inadequacy
and fear of being unable
to do it. And not to be
left out, my thoughts go
hand in hand with my
feelings—I think over
and over, “I am not
good at writing; this is
too hard so I will just
quit and leave the writ-
ing to those who are
good at it.” Along with
thoughts like this, I feel
very inadequate and
fearful to attempt such a
task. 

Satan tried to use this approach when he tempted
Jesus in the wilderness (John 4:1-11). He began his
discourse with Jesus, not as we would expect,
tempting Him with food (Jesus was hungry be-
cause he had fasted for forty days) or with power.
He tempted Him with pride. Satan preceded all his
specific temptations with this piercing statement: If
you are who you say you are, you can turn these
stones into bread or you can throw yourself off the
temple and God will send angels to save you. 

Jesus could have come back with, “Of course I am
who I say I am; I am the Christ, the Son of the living

God”—the “I” meaning that He had what it took in
and of Himself to do what Satan tempted Him to
do and go Satan’s self-for-self way. The truth, and
He made it quite clear, is that He and His Father are
One, and He does only what He sees His Father do
( John 14:10). His strengths and His abilities are op-
erated only in love for others, just as are those of
His Father. 

Let’s pick up where we left off a couple of para-
graphs back with our discussion of my problem
writing this paper. Is my struggle with what I am
thinking and feeling? Or do I have a much bigger
problem? Look at my sentence for a minute: “I am
incapable of getting my thoughts organized and
written down and I feel inadequate and fearful.” 

Remember that Satan be-
gins all temptation by
trying to get us to see
ourselves as independent
or, “just me.” But as we
have said again and
again, there is no inde-
pendent or just me indi-
vidual in the universe.
For that reason the an-
swer to the question is
obviously NO! Neverthe-
less, if I continue to re-
peat Satan’s lies, I put
myself in danger of dis-
obediently crossing the

line from being tempted to believe I am independ-
ent to actually believing I am. If/when I do this, I
commit the original sin of unbelief. This gives Satan
the freedom to take control of me on the soul level,
thus blocking Christ from living His life in and
through me. At the same time, Satan gains the free-
dom to misuse me through my members
(body/soul). 

Avoiding the Sin Trap

The course of action I must take to avoid this Satan
trap is very simple, but not easy to do, because it
takes my giving up my idea of the situation and say-

the what
the who
the why

...He and His Father are One, and He
does only what He sees His Father 

do (John 14:10). His strengths and His
abilities are operated only in love 

for others, just as are those 
of His Father. 
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ing that I am wrong. Next, I stop saying all the
negative things to myself that I have been saying,
and instead I say the truth about myself—and that
is, “If I am Jesus Christ in my particular form and
He is my operator, then what I am thinking and
believing about my inability to organize and write
down my thoughts cannot be true.” 

What I am thinking and believing may be the
way things appear to my human senses, but
they are merely appearances, and we are ad-
monished in Scripture not to judge by appear-
ances (John 7:24). I must look through
appearances to what is true in the realm of
spirit. This is how Jesus lived. He saw past the
outer human need to His Father, the total sup-
ply, though invisible to the human eye, right in
the midst of the negative circumstance. 

Next, I begin to say by faith (none of it will be
fact at this stage) what I know to be real in the
realm of the Spirit. The truth is that Jesus Christ
through me can write anything that He wants to
write as long as He is the one in control of my
life. As we discussed earlier, Christ regains His
rightful place as Lord (Boss) of my life when I
confess my sin of unbelief and then affirm and
stand in the truth: that Jesus Christ, who is my
spirit operator, can and will do it through me.
My responsibility is to trust Him to do so and
not give up, but to continue on writing. 

What to Do About the Turmoil of Feelings 

To go over this one last time in hopes that this
further discussion will help you become very
quick in dealing with your thoughts and feelings,
here is an example that I hope will help you. 

We say that we are shy or fearful or smart or
ugly (use your own example). Let’s pick “shy”
and write it out: “I am a shy person. I have all
the traits that portray someone who is shy. I
have always been this way. I have been told I
was shy since I was a small child.” All this is
true on the body-soul level, and Satan has been

free to live out shyness because my wrong be-
lieving about myself has given him the freedom
to do so. But (and it is a big but) the truth is that I
know that my operator is Jesus Christ and the
shy label that I have put on myself is a lie. 

The truth is that Christ is not shy. If He is some-
times quiet in me, that is His business. I am
wrong to call myself shy because of His quiet-
ness. At the same time, I may be feeling shy, but
you now know that is just a soul feeling and it
has no reality on the spirit level. I speak the truth
when I say, “I am feeling shy, or afraid, lonely, or
superior, or smarter, but these are all feelings
and they are not who and what Jesus Christ,
who is my operator, is.” We must not think we
are off-course when the feelings continue, which
in all likelihood they will. We simply focus on
who we are and pay as little attention to our
feelings as possible. 

It is crucial that we understand that sin never be-
gins with a deed; consequently, our root problem
is never our deeds. Deeds are merely the symp-
toms of a deeper hidden problem. But Satan has
done an excellent job of tricking us and keeping
us from getting to the root of sin. Because of his
deception, we always concentrate on the symp-
tom. This keeps our attention off the source of sin,
which is believing Satan’s lie that I am just me and
that I can and do operate independently of God. 

Not I, But Christ

I am now finished with this booklet, but the task
of writing it never became easy. I sat at the com-
puter, trusted Christ within me putting myself
at the disposal of the Holy Spirit, and simply
recorded truth as He brought it to my mind. The
task continued to feel impossible, but I ignored
my feelings (soul) and no matter how impossi-
ble the task felt, I doggedly reminded myself of
the truth—Christ is perfectly capable of getting
the writing done that He wants to get done. My
responsibility is to remain faithful and available
to Him to use to accomplish the task. 
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You may not like a thing and say, “I don’t like that.” But

then you say, “God, You’re in this thing,” and speak a

word of faith. Even before the thing is done, you will

have the resolution inside yourself. Then out in some

form will come the substance. That’s turning suffering

into glory, which starts with Jesus inside us.

Paul had that terrific 2 Corinthians list of beatings, im-

prisonments, starvings and fears—miles of them. He

called them light affliction! It turned to light inside him

because it was God’s suffering. And then there was his

suffering for others, which was his intercession: I “rejoice

in my sufferings for you’; I “fill up that which is behind of

the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His body’s sake

[We’re the body, of course] which is the church.” (Col.

1:24) Paul called Nero’s imprisonment God’s imprison-

ment, “I therefore, a prisoner of the Lord…” (Eph. 4:1).

That’s strong stuff. He wasn’t in the prison of Nero; he

was in God’s Nero’s prison. Out of prison, of course,

came the prison epistles and the glory of Ephesians,

Philippians, and Colossians. But by calling himself the

Lord’s prisoner, he resolved his suffering inwardly.

So it wasn’t a Roman jail, it was God’s prison. That’s a won-

derful phrase, “Prisoner of the Lord,” isn’t it? And Peter calls

our sufferings the sufferings of Christ, which is also a good

phrase. “Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s

sufferings (1 Pet. 4:13). Christ’s sufferings! So our sufferings

are really Christ’s sufferings— people beating Him about.

And we are reminded to rejoice!

I know the Bible says, “In all things give thanks,” but how

can I reconcile the love, goodness and care of God with

the pain and suffering I’m going through? What is God’s

purpose in permitting suffering?

According to Scripture, suffering is necessary. Without it

there cannot be glory or perfection. It comes to me in a

form I don’t like—trials or temptations in spirit, soul or

body—which press me to find a remedy inside myself.

The negative pressing on me is meant to start the faith

process in me, by which I leap to an unseen Savior who

is the real me. But there is continual suffering, continual

dying. Only out of death comes life: that life of Jesus

“made manifest in our body” (2 Cor. 4:10). And all of life

is built on that death. We accept the suffering of perplex-

ity and reverse the outside inside to find the answer. We

always get pulled. It’s good practice. Inside you move

back to who you are: Christ as you. You always were—

you just forgot.

What does the Bible mean when it says that we are to

share the sufferings of Christ? Why is this necessary?

Jesus became as us, being perfected through sufferings

as He learned obedience. And now, as our risen and

eternal High Priest, He can operate the know-how into

us: “This is how you do it. You go as I did.”

Q&A
Question:

Question:

Answer:

Answer:
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My Liberating Secret
by Kathy Gilsenan

The Liberating Secret is one of my favorite books by Norman

Grubb. The biblically-based “total truth” which he systemati-

cally outlines in this book  has truly changed my life!  I want

to tell the whole world that what Norman writes in this book

is true! There really is no such thing as a self-operated human

being. We are either operated by Christ or by Satan. I know

this to be true through reading it in the Bible and through

experiencing it in my own life. This article is not a book report

per se. It is my testimony of how under-

standing and putting the truths written

in this book into practice have im-

pacted and freed me. It has been my

liberating secret! 

While reading The Liberating Secret, God

convicted me and impressed several

significant things upon me. One of

them being my dishonesty. Throughout

this wonderful book, Norman has a

common thread that ties together how

to “walk in the light as He is in the light”-

-and that is being rigorously honest about ourselves with

God and with our brothers. The gut-wrencher for me, and

what really hit me hard was when Norman says, “Dishonesty,

not sin damns a soul.” He goes on to add that “unwillingness

to part with sin and therefore refusal to admit ourselves to be

what God shows us we are by His word, by preaching, by the

Spirit is what sends us to hell.  For the horror of sin is that we

love it, and hate that which would turn us from it.” 

The truth I did not want to admit about myself was that I was

a chronic liar. Ever since I was a small child, lying became a

way of life for me. I would lie or withhold information if I

thought that I would be disliked or thought of in a bad light,

or that someone would be angry with me. I had no integrity

whatsoever. The more sinister sin, which became an addic-

tion all in itself, was that I liked the feeling of thinking I got

away with something or that I had fooled people into believ-

ing that I was nice, innocent, and wouldn’t

hurt a fly. I would do or say anything to get

some kind of positive or affirmative reac-

tion. I was manipulative, phony, and hid-

den. I was also a hypocrite. I didn’t want

anyone to know what I was really like in-

side. I was full of lies, jealousy, resentment,

and had an ungrateful, irreverent heart to-

ward God. 

I carried on this behavior up until two years

ago, when I finally got to the point where I

hated how I was and saw how I had af-

fected my family--my children and closest friends. Then I real-

ized that although I wanted desperately to stop sinning

against everyone, “I” couldn’t stop. This is because I was be-

lieving I was “just Kathy,” and believing that lie gave Satan the

ability to boss me from the outside through my soul/body.

(Christ was still joined to my spirit, but was blocked because

of my sin.) I had no control over what I did or said. I had no

hope of ever being different. This was my second crisis that

Norman has a 
common thread that
ti togher how to

"walk in the light as He
is in the light"—and

that is being rigorously
hont about ourselv
with God and with out 

brhers. 
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Norman talks about. Finally, the conviction and revelation

came that if Christ was not operating me, it really was Satan

(John 8:44). I became fearful because I didn’t know what he

was going to do by me. I knew that only Christ could live

right through me.   

I needed to choose to stop the lies, get honest, and confess

my sin. That is the only way that Christ could have a clean

vessel to live out through. Here again I was convicted by Nor-

man’s words in Chapter 21, “The Way To Abide”: “But the trou-

ble is that, through the subtlest of all

hidden sins, the sin of pride and self-right-

eousness, I don’t want to admit that I, a be-

liever, have slipped into sin. So I call it by

another name. It is my nerves; I was born

like that; it is my physical condition…but

not sin!”  Norman says, “All that God has ever

required of a human being, whether saved

or unsaved, is honesty. It is all we can con-

tribute to our own salvation. We cannot re-

move our guilt or change a habit. But we can discern good

from evil, and we can admit the truth about ourselves as we

are brought to see it.” It wasn’t until I was rigorously honest

with God, confessed my sin to Him and more importantly,

the people I sinned against, that I was set free from Satan’s

bondage and control over me. Norman says that “confession

before men does not leave a rag of self-righteousness. It is

the capitulation of the final and most jealously guarded

citadel of self.” I think it is also important to say that I cannot

even take credit for repentance or anything other than hon-

estly seeing my sin as God sees it, hating it, and desperately

wanting to be free of it. God gets all the glory!  

So, I confessed my sin to God and others and trusted Christ

to live His life out through me. I never want to be where I was

again. Now I am diligent about taking every thought captive

and being honest. If I do sin, I confess it immediately for I

know that I am not just me. Sin is Satan operating me, and I

know how far into darkness he can take me. As born-again

Christians, we are called to “walk as He walked,” which means

perfectly. Norman says that only Christ living in and through

the believer can fulfill this commandment. He goes on to say

that nothing can obstruct the flow of the Holy Spirit except

sin; that when the “cup is not running

over” there is sin in the heart. That is

easy to understand. But what is not as

obvious are Satan’s constant, subtle at-

tempts to get us to believe his lie that

we are independent of God (Satan’s

original sin). Once we believe that, he

controls us through our members

(though never again from our spirit

center as when we were unsaved). I

found it very helpful when Norman describes how you can

know whether it is Christ or Satan talking to us. I won’t spoil

the answer by telling you. I urge you to find out what he says

for yourself. It is so worth it! (Hint: it’s in Chapter 21.)

So, The Liberating Secret was a resource that God used to help

me when I was desperate for Christ to live His life through

me, as me.  As a result, I am free!  I have true joy like I’ve never

experienced before. If you have never read The Liberating Se-

cret, do yourself a favor and read it.  If you have read it before,

pick it up again and see how the Lord speaks to you anew!

You may find it to be your liberating secret too.

I needed to choose to
stop the li, g hont,

and conf my sin.
at is the only way
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LIFE: The What, The Who,
The Why—Puzzle 4

We have now printed for you the fourth installment of Page Prewitt’s booklet “Life: The What, The Who,

The Why” in this issue of The Intercessor! In this last section of her booklet, Page gives the biblical 

definition of sin. She also shows us how Satan actually uses temptation to trap us into sin. But there is

no need to despair, because Page then shows us how we, by faith, can avoid Satan’s sin trap and 

remain clean vessels available for Christ to live through by His Holy Spirit! So, enjoy searching the

scripture to solve this puzzle as we rejoice in God’s Truth that we Christians are joined to Christ in 

spirit and can victoriously stand in faith against Satan’s temptation to fall into sin.

WORD
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4. Romans 14:23 makes clear the danger of unbelief as it says, “...whatsoever is not of _____ is sin.”

5. Jesus answers Satan’s attempts to deceive us into believing his lies that we are independent of God (John 14:10),

“Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The words that I speak unto you I speak not of my-

self: but the Father that _____ in me, he doeth the works.”

8. We see in 1 Peter 5:8-10 how important it is to be ready to fight the Devil with God’s truth, “Be sober, be vigilant; be-

cause your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may _____: Whom resist stedfast in

the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. But the God of all

grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect,

stablish, strengthen, settle you.”

10. James encourages us in James 1:2-4 to rejoice in God’s work of temptation to perfect us (make us complete in

Christ), “My brethren, count it all _____ when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith

worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”

11. In 1 Corinthians 6:17, we see God’s Truth, “But he that is _____ unto the Lord is one Spirit.”

13. Hebrews 4:15 reminds us that Christ knows our struggle with Satan, “For we have not an high priest which cannot

be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points _____ like as we are, yet without sin.”

14. God assures us of victory against Satan’s temptations in 1 Corinthians 10:13 “There hath no temptation taken you

but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will

with the temptation also make a way to _____, that ye may be able to bear it.”

1. Ephesians 6:11 warns us to be ready to fight against Satan’s attempts to pull us into his trap, “Put on the whole ar-

mour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the _____.”

2. In 2 Corinthians 5:21 we learn of Christ’s work in us on the cross, “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who

_____ no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.”

3. John 7:24 is a call to see the things of the Spirit and not the things of the flesh, “Judge not according to the appear-

ance, but judge _____ judgment.”

6. The last words we are told Jesus said to Satan when being tempted in the wilderness make clear where our faith

must lie (Matthew 4:10), “Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the

Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou _____.”

7. In Galatians 2:20 we are promised, “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me;

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who _____ me and gave Himself for me.”

9. It is critical that we replace Satan’s lies with God’s Truth as we see in James 4:7, “Submit yourselves therefore to

God. _____ the devil, and he will flee from you.”

12. When we put our faith in Christ, Satan will not be victor (1 John 4:4), “Ye are of God, little children, and have _____

them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”

Down

Across
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Intercessor contributor and art teacher Dacia Trethewey shares these fun and
unique illustrations as part of this refresher of key biblical events.

…the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a virgin (Mary,

betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph)…. And the

angel said “Behold, you will conceive in your womb

and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.”
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Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock

by night. …an angel stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them….and said,

“This will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.

And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.”
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CONGO    •     SPANISH GUINEA    •     IVORY COAST    •     UPPER VOLTA    •     SENEGAL    •     L IBERIA    •     GHANA    •     PORTUGUESE GUINEA   •     CHAD

CANARY ISL ANDS    •     COLOMBIA    •     VENEZUEL A    •     URUGUAY    •     BRAZIL     •     DOMINICA    •     FRANCE    •     TRUCIAL STATES    •     IRAN

NEPAL BORDER    •     INDIA    •     PAKISTAN    •     THAIL AND    •     VIET NAM    •     INDONESIA    •     FORMOSA    •     JAPAN    •     KOREA  

GREAT BRITIAN    •     UNITED STATES    •     CANADA    •     AUSTRALIA    •     SWEDEN    •     NEW ZEAL AND    •     SOUTH AFRICA    •     SWITZERL AND    •     GERMANY

Letters from Norman…

Ruth dear, 

So glad you continue leaning a bit on this shoulder (really His in a human form!), and I

enjoy being loved and love--at a distance!

I’m just home from our great six weeks in Britain, living links every day--a whitened

harvest, as Jesus said, of folks “blessedly” made desperate by their negatives and thus

conditioned for their eternal replacement, and then the continuance of negatives in this

life are adventurously seen as the jumping off pads for HIM the light swallowing up the

dark. And then, love, you can help so many others!

But still I must “chase” you on your saying you see it intellectually, but question

whether you believe it. Dear, your problem is still assessing your attitudes by your self-

responses. But believing is merely taking GOD at HIS word, with no concern about what

you feel about it. Yes, you DO believe, but then you bring in self-questioning as to

whether you do believe. But that out! Go on affirming and “confessing” that you DO be-

lieve and ARE believing, if all hell appears to say you are not. While you keep “obeying”

by “believing,” and thus your inner eyes are on God and His word, then the Spirit will

inwardly confirm in His time, as He sees you loosened up from self-assessment. But you

are getting and seeing the negatives in their correct place, dear, and that is great riches

which so few see--and thus stew! And you can in due course bring relief to many. 

       So loving you, dear,
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Ruth dear,

Glad you keep pouring out. You really do know the answer within yourself--Christdwelling there for keeps--but you still confuse your rightful human soul-feelings, yourouter human “flesh” clothing--with your TRUE SPIRIT SELF, joined to His Spirit. Iknow I have sent you that leaflet on soul-spirit. 

A good negative is necessary for a good positive to have it to “swallow” up, like light isonly seen when there is dark and we turn on the light to swallow up the dark. So you“foolishly” keep on blaming yourself for having had these angry hate feelings aboutGod, and will not recognise that God likes that. It proves that you are not just a clod ofclay but a precious living person who must find out the truth before you accept it--thusyou end your letter by saying “the other part of me feels an urgent anxiety about thematter.” Precisely. The urge of your true spirit-self for ultimate reality in place ofsurges of feelings, angry thoughts, etc You have had to have the soul disturbances(your darkness) for the light to be able to shew itself--the eternal fact of Christ in yourinner spirit-self. 

So I can’t say more, love, than constantly repeat this. You end by asking “Does releasecome by saying, I am free (Christ in me)?” Yes, love, it does, as you persistently saythat with at least all the believing you can, that God’s word (such as Gal. 2:20) IS eter-nal truth to you. As you keep saying it, and confessing it to others, the Spirit will con-firm to you. You will go on having soul-reactions but you will recognise that as
something to “count all joy” (James 1:2) because they give you continual practice inaffirming who you really ARE. 

So just this, dear. I’m off again this week for two weeks family conferences in BlowingRock, NC, wish you could join us. Then home through August, then off West Coastthrough September to early November. Wish we were coming you way but can’t do it. 

       Loving you and write again,
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Faith 
Notes

Prayer is the product of our union with Christ. He in us 
is the Pray-er. So that the first need in the prayer life is 
not to pray, but to relax! Quietly, naturally, recognizing 

the Real One within us…

–God Unlimited
. . . . . . . . . .

James says life will always consist of endless trials and
temptations, because they are the negatives by which He the

positive can reveal Himself. Therefore, when we lack 
wisdom in a situation and ask for it, let us take it for

granted that He is in the process of giving it to us.  

-Yes, I Am

What then is a totally committed Christian? He has ceased to be his own—neither people, possessions, nor life is his. All he has is Jesus and what kind ofperson is Jesus? Unconditional love. Life’s occupation, life’s absorption, is expressing the love of Jesus in our world. Nothing one iota less.
–God Unlimited

We can never serve two masters,

even if we delude ourselves into

thinking we can. We were free from

God’s way of self-giving living while

we “enjoyed” the freedom of self-

loving living as slaves to sin. But

now, through our obedience in be-

lieving the gospel truth brought to

us (Rom. 6:17), our service to sin

has been severed and replaced by

our service to righteousness—

which is being servants of God

(Rom. 6:18-22). We have exchanged

freedoms and cannot return, and

are in the enjoyment of our new

slavery! 
–Yes, I Am

I affirm Him and myself to be in theeternal relationship He says we are,through my crucifixion and resurrectionwith Jesus Christ: we are a unity, He inme, I in Him. I state that as a fact. Ithas nothing to do with what I feelabout it or with my sense of unworthi-ness and inconstancy, and the unrelia-bility of my humanity. He planned it. Heeffected it. He chose me, not I Him. 
–The Spontaneous You
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by Norman Grubb

Life in the New Dimension
If, then, I am as He is, how does it work out

in practical life? It means a revolution in my

outlook. Normally, I interpret all happenings

of life in terms of their effect on myself. My

physical condition, my home affairs, my

business affairs, my social life–how do they

affect me? What difference does this situa-

tion, this crisis, this tragedy or problem, this

success, make to me? If I am a Christian, I

may seek a Christian interpretation–this is

for the testing of my faith, for the maturing

of my walk with God: but still it is in terms

of its effect on me. But we have already said

that the way things affect God is the oppo-

site: not their effect on Him, but on us. Jesus

living our lives. So now with us.

       The new outlook is: This has hap-

pened to me as some way by which I am to

meet the need of others. As Paul says in

that Second Letter to the Corinthians, in

which he most fully shows what living

other people’s lives means: “All things are

for your sakes.”

       The fact is, and the change which has

taken place in us is that it is no longer a

question of either my own life being for

myself, or of God being for my conven-

ience, or my salvation, or sustenance.

       So I practise a changed outlook. My

normal human reaction will always be:

Why has this happened to me? But now I

say: This is for others. I move over within

from my outlook to God’s. I may not in the

least see how it is for others. It may be

merely that my going through a tough expe-

rience with God fits me to share and show

the way to others going through the same

without God. Paul said he was comforted in

all kinds of afflictions, so that he could share

the secret of that same comfort with others

in like afflictions.

       The point is the habit of always relating

all things that happen to me to the meeting of

some needs in others. It is the difference

between frustration and opportunity. If I just

see things as happening to me and I don’t

know why, I am frustrated. I say, “If only

things were different, if I hadn’t had that dif-

ficult past or this physical disability or family

problem, I could be of some use,” then I am

bogged down. But if I say, “God, you have

sent this for some purpose, to minister some-

how through me to some people in need,”

then it is opportunity. Life is then always an

adventure of faith, never dull, never repeti-

tious, always with some meaning round the

corner. Let us get it in its total dimension–

life’s only meaning is God and others.

       It helps us also to get it clear that every-

thing that comes to us comes from God–

what we call evil as well as the good. God,

of course, is not the cause of evil, but delib-

erately directs everything for good ends.

The Bible uses strong terms of “God send-

ing” the unpleasant as well as the pleasant,

and sending is a positive word, not just a

passive permission (for many talk of the

“permissive will” of God).

       Peter in his first speech after Pentecost

said that they had taken and crucified Jesus

“through the determinate counsel and fore-

knowledge of God.” No mistaking that.

God determined that wicked men should do

what they purposed to do and it would real-

ly fulfil His purpose–which was to save the

people doing it! Such is God!

       Joseph said that by his brethren selling

him into slavery, God “sent me before you to

preserve life…you thought evil against me,

but God meant it unto good.” Whatever hap-

pens, we say, “All right, God, You sent this.

It may tear me apart to say so, but I say so.”

From there the next step is easier, “God, this

has some purpose outside of me to meet the

need of others. Just show me what.”

       The important fact to recognize is that

God has only one aim in His present deal-

ings with our world–to get all of us who will

respond to Him off the wrong road on to the

right. It was said of Jesus “that the world

through him might be saved.” It is a matter

of eternal seriousness, for it concerns eternal

destiny. It has to be through man to man. A

savior must be where the people are who

need to be saved. To save a drowning man,

you get in the water beside him. So God

became man to be the Savior.

       To bring the given salvation to all peo-

ple, God still has men. They are the saved

who then become saviors; not, of course,

saviors in the sense of the one Savior Jesus

Christ who completed our salvation, but in

the sense in which the Spirit of God is still

doing His saving work by Christ’s spiritual

My normal human reaction

will always be: Why has this

happened to me? But now I

say: This is for others. I

move over within from my

outlook to God’s.
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Peninnah, though godless, had them. Taunted

by Peninnah, which made the hurt worse, she

had one refuge from her frustrated self: at

least she was her husband’s favorite to whom

he gave special gifts at the great even of the

year, the visit to Shiloh. YEar by year she

lamented God’s unkindness to her and had

what the record called “a fretting faith.”

Better that, however, than no faith like

Peninnah! Because when we are God’s, even

the frustrating years are really a build up of

pressure the moment of revelation. 

       But that moment has to start by a death

to our self-outlook to make room for God’s;

and God knows how to take us to our grave

(when we are HIs and can “take it). One

year, Hannah’s hidey-hole for her self-com-

fort was gone! Her husband, Elkanah,

turned on her. He was tired of her fretting,

miserable praying and tears. “Hannah, why

weepest thou? Why eatest thou not? Why is

thy heart grieved? Am not I better to thee

than ten sons?” A nice humble remark for

any good husband to make!

       Her last refuge was gone. She was out

in the cold by herself, or she would have

been if, like Peninnah, in her moment of cri-

sis she had had only herself. That is where a

crisis becomes a desperation without God.

But Hannah knew God, and the moment

had come when He could speak a hidden

word to her, and she could take it. Did she

not realize how selfish all her praying had

been? She wanted sons just to prove that

God was with her, and maybe to have an

answer for Peninnah. Why not change the

thing round and want a son for God’s pur-

poses, not hers? She saw the point and

struck a bargain of faith with Him. If He

would give her a son, He should have him,

even if she never saw him again. 

       We know the sequel: the birth of

Samuel, one of the great men of history.

Later she had four sons and four daughters

it said, “wondered that there was no inter-

cessor” and “looked for a man to stand in

the gap and make up the hedge.”

       Millions of gaps, millions of hedges,

some in every one of our lives. But the point

is to have eyes to see them, and we are

exactly positioned, everyone of us, appoint-

ed from before the foundation of the world,

to be just where we are and what we are—to

fill some gap, make up some hedge. 

       So every life is nothing but a mass of

opportunities, and we have been put there to

seize them and grasp them. Intercessors,

therefore, are not some peculiar people, any

more than priests are, but are you and I, in

the most ordinary business, workshop,

domestic situations; put there because there

is something, it may be in our own house-

holds, in our church, district, city, country,

world, which we are meant to have eyes to

see as intercessors, and to stand in that gap. 

       How do we see, then? First, by having

scales of self removed. Being humans, and

meant to be humans, as we have said before,

we always start by disliking uncomfortable

situations, and being hurt by them, resenting

them, or being bored by them, questioning

why such things should be in our lives; or

maybe nominally accepting them as what

we miscall the cross, and putting up with

them: or, if they disturb our routine and

challenge us to sacrificial action, finding

some reason to leave others to handle them.

This is not wrong. It is right. It means that

we are humanly involved and thus livingly

related to a situation, and can, therefore, be

a vital factor in it. No involvement, not

within range of response. 

       But while we remain hurt or resistant,

we cannot see beyond our hurts selves. The

way is blocked. 

       Look at Hannah, the mother of Samuel,

hurt because God did not answer her prayer

by giving her children, while the other wife

body, which is we, as He did by His physi-

cal. In that sense we are co-saviors, co-

redeemers. Indeed, Moses was bold and

said he was going up Mount Sinai to "make

an atonement" before God for the people,

which he did. That means, then, that every

situation we are in, God puts us in, and it has

some saving purpose in it.

       Priest is the Bible title for this ultimate

category of life, and intercession the work

of the priest. Wed understand, of course,

that, in Bible terms, priesthood is not some

specialized “sanctified” office, but the

inescapable ordained condition of every

redeemed person. Redemption is at the

same moment ordination into the priest-

hood. All members of the body of Christ,

without distinction or discrimination, are,

according to Peter the spokesman of the

apostolate, not only a “chosen generation,”

but a “royal priesthood.” Since the old Israel

failed to rise to its privileged commission of

being a “kingdom of priests” (Ex. 19:6), the

new Israel has received the appointment.

God’s priests are very ordinary people, and

very secular people, for they are you and I. 

       We need, then, to be clear about what

the office of priesthood involves, and the

work of intercessors, since we are these. We

have already stated it in the general terms of

Hebrews 5:1. The priest has been “taken

from among men” (redeemed); “ordained

for men” (commissioned): “in things per-

taining to God” (to bring men to Christ and

build them up in Him). 

       Get that down to specifics in our daily

lives, and we see it best if we understand

what is meant by our being intercessors—

the chief work of a priest. 

       In the Bible an intercessor is anyone,

everyone, who sees a situation with God’s

eyes and moves in on it. That is to say, the

whole of our life, all our lives, are full of

frustrating, yet challenging situations. God,
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PUZZLE:
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4. FAITH 
5. DWELLETH 
8. DEVOUR 
10. JOY 
11. JOINED 
13. TEMPTED 
14. ESCAPE
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LIFE: The What, The Who,
The Why—Puzzle 4

DOWN
1. DEVIL 
2. KNEW 
3. RIGHTEOUS
6. SERVE 
7. LOVED 
9. RESIST 
12. OVERCOME

of her own—perhaps more than she bar-

gained for! But little had she known or seen

till that crisis moment that this was putting a

great purpose of God’s grace through a tra-

vailing intercessor. 

       An excellent illustration of how the

most ordinary of domestic situations is a

platform for a great exploit of faith. We see

the point. Every situation always starts with

a resistant human self. It must do, because

that provides the necessary foundation of an

involved self. Now the first step forward in

being God’s intercessor is being taken. It is

a step down, not up. It is a death experience.

The hurt self has to be recognized for what

it is, not wrong, but the first evidence that

God is looking for His intercessor in a situa-

tion, and that we are that man, for we are

involved in it.

       But when frankly recognized, we accept

our privilege as a privilege, not as an imposi-

tion on us, and we see glory in the cross. For

this is what Paul called it in that great

explanatory paragraph on intercession in 2

Cor. 4:7-13, “Always bearing about in the

body the dying of the Lord Jesus” and “we

which live are always delivered unto death

for Jesus sake.” This is not to be confused, as

many do confuse it, with the once-for-all

identification we have had with Christ cruci-

fied and risen, and we with Him, where it is

said, we died, we were buried, we rose with

Him. That is past and never repeated. That

was His cross and resurrection we participat-

ed in for our own redemption.

       What we are now talking about is not

the cross for our redemption, but for the

redemption of others. This is adulthood, not

adolescence. This kind of cross is constantly

repeated in our daily lives whenever we are

in situations which our human selves would

be rid of; but instead of remaining in hurt

self, we recognize them to be part of some

redemptive purpose of God through us in

others. So, Paul says, we accept them as

something we have been “delivered unto,”

and our “dying” which is said to be the

dying of the Lord Jesus in us is our heart

acceptance of them, though that may not be

lightly, or easily, any more than the Savior

could accept His cross without a

Gethsemane.

       Here is a principle of constant

“dyings,” daily maybe, affecting every kind

of normal situation in life, not by any means

in what we might call our religious activity.

Anything which hurts, disturbs our status

quo, or challenges, be it what we may call

small in our personal lives, or big in some

public affair, is a place of dying when we

change from self’s resistance to acceptance

as a step in God’s saving plans.

       Without such dyings, Moses could

never have seen that he was not to be a pos-

sible, ephemeral Pharaoh, but a savior of

God’s chosen people: Gideon could never

have changed from challenging God’s

apparent indifference to accepting the chal-

lenge to be himself the deliverer. Abraham

could never have exchanged his laughter at

the idea of a couple of their age having a son

for a productive faith. David could never

have resisted the chance of killing Saul to

wait in patience for God’s day of his coro-

nation. So through every aspect of achiev-

ing or enduring faith in all history. Everyone

had to start by a disturbed, resisting self

which saw God in the tough situation and

then died to his self-resistance.

       Then comes the resurrection–which is

the Spirit in us causing us to see things from

His point of view. We can begin to be inter-

cessors. We can see what God is after, and

the first effect is a joy, release, sense of

adventure, praise where there seems nothing

to praise for, for we now see the redemptive

purposes, something by us for others. Its

immediate effect, as Paul says, is a quicken-

ing in our own selves: “the life of Jesus man-

ifest in our mortal flesh”: burdens, fears, the

sense of a hurtful, not joyful cross, is gone,

and others watching can see a release and

ease which is not what the world experi-

ences in its tough spots. Resurrection life is

manifested in our mortal bodies, and that by

itself is God coming through us to others.

–The Spontaneous You
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Zerubbabel Audio Ministry
The audio cassette tapes listed below were recorded live at various gatherings and many contain some background noise. The latest techniques in digital
editing were employed to reduce background noise and produce CD’s of these same teachings by Norman Grubb. In both cases, editing of the content has
been kept to a minimum to preserve the valuable truths these recordings contain.

NORMAN GRUBB

Key to Life series:
As He Is, So Are We—An overview of 1 John, fol-
lowed by a discussion of sin in the believer. Baltimore,
MD. 1987.
CD, Two discs.................................................$10.00
Audio cassette, One tape..................................$3.00

Our Uniqueness (Previously titled Introduction) —
Teachings and personal testimony—including an
overview of the principles that have guided Norman
Grubb’s ministry—providing insight into the unique-
ness of the Total Truth message and its scriptural un-
derpinnings. Singing Hills, NH. 
CD, Two discs.................................................$10.00
Audio Cassette, Two tapes...............................$6.00

Suffering—There is no suffering apart from glory,
and no glory apart from suffering. Singing Hills,
NH. 1987. 
CD, One disc.................................................... $8.00
Audio cassette, One tape..................................$3.00

The Meaning of Life—Who are we? Why do we
live? How do we live? Norman details his personal
search for the answers to these questions and shares
with us how we can know the answers for ourselves.
1970’s. 
CD, Four discs................................................$14.00
Audio Cassette, Six tapes...............................$18.00

Intercession
CD, Two discs.................................................$10.00

The Liberating Secret
CD, Five discs.................................................$16.00

The Ways of God
CD, Three discs..............................................$12.00

C.T. Studd: In the Heart of Africa
CD, Three discs..............................................$12.00
Audio cassette, Two tape..................................$6.00

Old Testament series:

Abraham
CD, Three discs..............................................$12.00
Audio cassette, Two tapes................................$6.00

David
CD, Three discs..............................................$12.00
Audio cassette, Three tapes............................$9.00

Elijah-Elisha
CD, Three discs..............................................$12.00
Audio cassette, Three tapes.............................$9.00

Esther-Mordecai
Audio cassette, One tape.................................$3.00

Jacob
CD, Three discs..............................................$12.00
Audio cassette, Two tapes...............................$6.00

Job
CD, Two discs................................................$10.00
Audio cassette, Two tapes...............................$6.00

Jonah
CD, One disc....................................................$8.00
Audio cassette, One tape.................................$3.00

Joseph
CD, Two discs................................................$10.00
Audio cassette, One tape.................................$3.00

Moses
CD, Five discs................................................$16.00
Audio cassette, Four tapes.............................$12.00

New Testament series:

II Corinthians
CD, Three discs..............................................$12.00
Audio cassette, Two tapes................................$6.00

Galatians
CD, Two discs.................................................$10.00
Audio cassette, Two tapes................................$6.00

Hebrews
CD, Five discs.................................................$16.00
Audio cassette, Three tapes.............................$9.00

James
CD, Two discs.................................................$10.00
Audio cassette, Two tapes................................$6.00

First John
CD, Two discs.................................................$10.00
Audio cassette, Three tapes.............................$9.00

Philippians
CD, One disc.....................................................$8.00
Audio cassette, One tape..................................$3.00

Romans
CD, Five discs.................................................$16.00
Audio cassette, Five tapes..............................$15.00

PAGE PREWITT

Body, Soul & Spirit—Understanding how to see our-
selves as God sees us. Blowing Rock, NC, 1986. Set
of two tapes..............................................$10.00

No Independent Self—Understanding how Satan’s
trick works on the believer. Blowing Rock, NC, 1986.
One tape..........................................$5.00

Alphabet Soup—When the ABC’s of life are all
scrambled up and even saying “who you are” is not
working. Blowing Rock, NC, 1987. One tape... $5.00

A Pinhole of Light—A personal struggle to find the
answer to life when all hope is gone. Baltimore, MD,
1988, Set of three tapes..................................$15.00

Powerless Over Life—Who we are in Christ as it re-
lates to the twelve steps of Alcoholics Anonymous.
Kingston, NY, 1987. One tape...........................$5.00

Choice—What is it? How does it work? Page answers
these questions and explains what true choice really is.
Blowing Rock, NC, 1988. One tape......................$5.00

Faith Creates a Reality—To believe into God brings
about God reality. Believing in ourselves (just me) is
what brings about Satan reality. Cobham, England,
1989. One tape..................................$5.00

“Life Is Difficult”—The joy and glory of life is our
ability to transcend its difficulties. Poughkeepsie, NY,
1990. Set of two tapes....................................$10.00

In Simple Terms—A practical look at the Total Truth
and how it works out in daily living. Blowing Rock, NC,
1998. Set of three tapes...........................$15.00

Spirit: The Real You—While we are made up of
body, soul, and spirit, the only reality is spirit: loving,
knowing, and choosing. Blowing Rock, NC, 1999.
One tape...........................................................$5.00

BRETT BURROWES

The Basics of What We Believe Bible Study—An
overview of the Total Truth with an emphasis on the
“old man/new man” controversy. Blowing Rock, NC,
1995. Set of two tapes............................$10.00

The Heart of the Gospel—How Paul’s gospel can
make a difference in our lives, as explained in Ro-
mans 1-8. Blowing Rock, NC, 1994. Set of six
tapes...............................................................$25.00

Sin, Satan and the Flesh—A compelling study of
Romans 7, and how St. Augustine introduced into
Christian teaching the mistaken idea that believers
have a “sinful human nature.” Blowing Rock, NC,
2007. One disc...$8.00

The Word of Faith and our Mission—How our faith
brings God’s word into manifestation. Blowing Rock,
NC, 1995. Set of four tapes..................$20.00

OTHER SPEAKERS

Study of Philemon: Scott Prewitt—Scott explains
that as Paul acted as an advocate for Philemon so Christ
acts as an advocate for us. Market Harborough, England,
1997. One tape..........................................$5.00

Study of 2 Timothy: Scott Prewitt—Scott conveys
Paul’s passion with which he writes to young Timothy,
calling upon Timothy to stir up God’s gift in him. Mar-
ket Harborough, England 1997. Three
tapes...............................................................$15.00

Zechariah 4:6,7: Tom Prewitt—The vision for Zerub-
babel. Singing Hills, NH, 1986. One tape.......$5.00

Satan’s Lie: “We Are The Problem!”: Tom Prewitt—
Tom shares how he confronted this lie in his own life
as he recounts the past 18 months of seeming finan-
cial disaster. Hopkinsville, KY, 1989. One
tape...........................................................$5.00

Confessions of a Shrimp Peeler: Sanda Cooper—
Living the life we know to be “Christ as us.” Blowing
Rock, NC, 1985 and 1986. One tape...............$5.00

A Life Transformed: Sanda Cooper—Recalling her
years of growing up and the effect of her mother’s al-
coholism on her, Sanda shares how she moved from
isolation and depression to a life totally spent on oth-
ers. Lanham, MD, 1989. Set of two
tapes...............................................................$10.00

God’s Plan and How We Fit In: Sanda Cooper—
An in-depth look at who we are and how we fit into
God’s plan for His creation. Lanham MD, 1989. Set
of four tapes....................................................$20.00

Set Free: Fowler Cooper—What began as a de-
fense mechanism as a child, led to an adulthood
plagued by mind games and mental “traffic.” Fowler
shares what finally broke this incessant pattern and
gave him the freedom to live his life. Blowing Rock,
NC, 1988. One tape..........................................$5.00

To order tapes or CDs, please contact:

Zerubbabel Press 
PO Box 1710 

Blowing Rock, NC 28605 
828-295-7982

Canadian readers: Tapes and CDs are 

available at same prices in Canadian funds.

European readers:

For price list and to order tapes & CDs, contact:

Marian Kinahan, 35 Ban Na Greinne, 
Craddockstown Road, Naas,  Co Kildare, 

Ireland; tel. 00353 45 889381
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Title

From Despair To Delight (1990)

Who You Are and Not Who You Thought You Were (1989)

Continuous Revival

C. T. Studd, Cricketer & Pioneer (biography) (1933)

God Unlimited (1962)

Intercession In Action (1991)

Once Caught, No Escape (1969)

No Independent Self (1986)

Paul’s Key to the Liberated Life: Romans 6-8 (1988)

Rees Howells, Intercessor (biography) (1952)

The Key To Everything (c. 1960)

The Law of Faith (1947)

The Liberating Secret (1955)

The Spontaneous You (1966)

To All Believers... It’s as Simple as This (1986)

Touching the Invisible (1940)

Who Am I? (1974)

The Deep Things of God

Yes, I Am (1982)

Reaching Out Through Conferences (handbook)

Alphabet Soup (1992)

Life: The What, The Who, The Why (2011) 

A Lawyer Tells It Like It Is (1990)

The Lame Take the Prey (autobiography) (1968)

The Intercession of Rees Howells
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46 pages

241 pages

208 pages

52 pages

281 pages

20 pages

40 pages

263 pages

Pamphlet

212 pages

204 pages

128 pages

33 pages

64 pages

165 pages

128 pages

291 pages

Pamphlet

Pamphlet

Pamphlet

Pamphlet

154 pages

125 pages

Pamphlet

128 pages

Price

$ 1.00

$ 1.00

$ 4.00

$ 7.00

$ 9.00

$ 5.00

$12.00

$ 3.00

$ 4.00

$10.00

$ 4.00

$10.00

$ 9.00

$ 8.00

$ 5.00

$ 5.00

$ 8.00

$ 8.00

$12.00

Free

$ 2.00

$ 3.00

$ 1.00

$ 4.50

$ 8.00

$ 1.00

$ 4.00

For a price list and to order books, European readers contact 
Jon and Kim Langley, 2 Adams Close, Stanwick, Wellingborough NN9 6TQ, England

Telephone 01933 625246  kim@zerubbabel.org

Sub Total*

Shipping (see left)

Order Total

BOOK/AUDIO TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL

Make checks payable and mail to: Zerubbabel Press, PO Box 1710, Blowing Rock, NC 28605
You can order direct from our web site at www.zerubbabel.org. Payments are handled by PayPal. You do not need a PayPal account.

ZERUBBABEL PRESS MAIL ORDER FORM
(For U.S. and Canada orders only)

Please use the following shipping rates guide and insert
the correct amount at the bottom of the order form:

If order total is $1.00 - $50.99 add $3.99 for shipping
If order total is $51.00 - $144.99 add $6.99 for shipping
If order total is more than $145 add $10.99 for shipping.

SHIP TO:

Name__________________________

Address 1_______________________

_______________________________

Address 2_______________________

_______________________________

City ___________________________

State __________________________

Zip____________________________

Tel ____________________________

Questions? Call 828-295-7982
*Please be sure you are using your most current issue for correct prices.
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      The Intercessor is printed quarterly by Zerubbabel, Inc.,

and is mailed without charge to anyone who requests to be put

on our mailing list. The Intercessor is published in Boone, NC,

and we shall be glad to place you on our subscription list.

      The Intercessor is published for about $10,000 an issue on

the Lord’s provisions. We have had a generous outpouring of

God’s gifts thus far and are truly grateful to each who has par-

ticipated. By faith, we look for the continual outflow of the

“word of God” by us.

      Material related solely to the magazine (i.e., letters, ques-

tions, information, articles for publication, etc.) should be sent

to the magazine office address, PO Box 1710, Blowing Rock,

NC 28605. To make tax-deductible financial contributions for

all Zerubbabel outreaches, or to seek information on the Zerub-

babel outreach activities, this address should also be used.

      Postage is paid at Blowing Rock, NC.

Subscriptions

She shall bring forth
a son…
“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou
shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save
his people from their sins.”
     – Matthew 1:21
     (King James Version)

Zerubbabel
Website

Zerubbabel
Website

www.zerubbabel.org

You can now:
LISTEN

PURCHASE

DONATE

SIGN UP

SUBSCRIBE 

READ

To audio messages

Books, booklets, audio cassettes
and CDs in our Online Store

To Zerubbabel easily and securely online

For weekly devotional emails

To The Intercessor for free

Past and current issues of 
The Intercessor online

Faith is built on doubt. Doubt is its lifeblood. Don’t let us be
mistaken about that. Faith is doubt absorbed, doubt con-
quered. Unbelief (unfaith) is doubt accepted. Unbelief is an
act of will as much as faith. Doubt is not an act of will, but is
the only attitude we humans can have towards anything
external to us until we decide whether to accept it or reject it.
The uncertainty, the doubt, is the very element which gives
stimulus and passion to the decision. Faith then is built on
doubt. 
      by Norman Grubb

God Unlimited

Words to Live By…
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by the numbers

5,878 134
50

$8,337
33

current subscribers

new 
subscribers 

since the last issue

states 

The Intercessor is
mailed to

The Intercessor is mailed to
countries

The Intercessor has been
published                 years

cost of publishing, printing
and mailing the latest issue

Argentina, Australia, Belgium, 
Belize, Botswana, Cameroon, 
Canada, China, Estonia, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Great Britain, India, Ireland, Jamaica, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Malawi, Malaysia, Mexico, 
Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, 

Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Romania, 
Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Swaziland, Tonga, Uganda, 
United States, British Virgin Islands, Zambia, Zimbabwe

39

Norman Grubb’s

Unedited from the original.

The Spontaneous You

Now with Larger Print…Easier To Read!

REPRINTED!

Available NOW from
Zerubbabel       Press
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