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Total Truth all, then all that exists is a unity of male and female; even by the search-
To say something is total truth is which He is the Center, and everythingings of individuals after political,
the final word! Yet what else can | saymanifests Him, on one level or anothernational, and international union. All
if it is total to me? What follows has That was what first truly opened these are shadows and symbols of a
settled into me as Total Truth, as | havemy eyes to the One whom | had alwaysiesire for oneness with Him—most
soaked in the Scriptures, always mythought of as a far off Person quiteseeking with ignorance of the One with
final authority, these sixty years, andapart from His creation, producing awhom they seek union. But millions of
sought the interpretation by the Spiritnew seeing of Him, who is Spirit, as us today are the privileged ones who
and His inner witness. Other inter-actually revealed in all created forms,have found that blessed oneness: Christ
preters of the Word by the Spirit haveeven if they have been distorted fromthe Head and we the body. Jesus’
been my helpers, both in print and in prayer is being answered: “That they
personal interchange; but always | have  [f God is the All in all, then all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in
sought for and found the final confir- all that exists is a unity of Me, and | in Thee, that they also may
mation fo_r myself by the One _of \_/vhom which He is the Center, and be one in Us.” And thl_s right thrqu_gh to
John writes: He who by His inner : . . the final consummation we thrillingly
everything manifests Him,

anointing “teaches you of all things, await...the marriage supper of the
and is truth, and is no lie.” on one level or another.

| have to start with what in itself is U W)@ U@@
the final word, and it is a staggeringtheir original harmony. “The beyond in m W@
word to put in a few sentences; but althe midst.” That was a vast stride for ~_ _ .~
the rest of the superstructure whichme, for it gave me the “single eye”  Ediors Note............

Conference Calendar ........

enables me to say “Yes, | am,” can onlywhich Jesus said will fill the body with = the swaying Battle of Fait

be built on this foundation. The Bible light. | began to be a “sebrough-ef e hywilvadii eyl M
says, “In the beginning God,” and into Hl_m_rather th_an a “seat-er,” in all £ Meesage from Hormnan ...
the end, “God . . . all in all’ (1 Cor. thatis in His universe, whether man or Amazing Grace .........................

. . Tape Talk ..o
15:28), as He will then be known by matter, whether evil or good. And | To Think About .........c..ooc.
British Easter Conference .

His universe—but is already known by began to find the poise, calmness, hope ntercession of Rees Howe

A Movie CIasSiC ........cccceueenee.

us through inner seeing (1 Cor.and faith there is in such single-seeing. The ony way....
2:1012). And, quite simply, if He is | see also how all the universe gabage In. Gabage Out............... S

- . . . T God'’s Sovgrelg'nty In Success and Failure
finally to be known by His universe as seeks oneness, each individual part Greatis His Faithfulness
Commit Your Way to the Lord

the All in all, He who is unchangeable with the local object of itS desire: as  ALookataBook ...
Questions? and Answers! .

from everlasting to everlasting hasshown by the positive proton and nega- The Fourth bimension .....

Postcards from Boone ......

alwaysbeen “The All in all.” And that tive electron which, united, form the ¢ pbavel contact List ..

H H H . H H Zerubbabel T Minist
means what it says. If God is the All inatom; by the human marriage union of = Zoraoabe T8pe MInISIY .o
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Lamb, whose bride, ourselves bythan self-loving love we will see later.
grace, “hath made herself ready.” But its unchangeable consequence is
that this universe becomes to us a safe
Spirit is Self and perfectly controlled one when we
We can know our oneness withknow that He manifests Himself solely
Him, for as He is Spirit we also are in His other-love activities. We know
spirit. Jesus had said to the woman othat other-love can only be harmonious
Samaria, “God is Spirit”; and we too love, in which all that has its source in
are spirits, for He is called “the FatherHim who is love—whether animate or
of spirits.” So spirit is self: He the “I inanimate, on every level of existence
am” Spirit, and we created spirits—like from the subatomic upwards—can
Father, like son. As spirit-self,know,  only operate in “temperature” (Jacob
Paul said, “What man knows the thingsBoehme’s term for normality or har-
of a man, save the spirit of man whichmony) when each is “loving” the other;
is in him?” As spirit-self|| love; for  and to this the universe is coming.
God is love, and we too all show love,
whether rightly or wrongly applied. Does the Ideal Exist?
But how full of contradiction to
To be a created person in the this is our present experience! We live

image of the Creator is to be in a world where self-love is the basic
spirit as He is Spirit—He motivation. It seems we are in an inex-

Do o tricable chaos from which we can find
mﬂ_n_'te and I finite; and | as no way out—unless it were possible
spirit have knowledge, love  that all humans so love one another that
and will. we put the interests of others before
ourselves, a condition which, we know,
And as spirit-self] will; just as He to the natural man is an unattainable
“works all things after the counsel of ideal. But—surprise of surprises—the
His own will,” so | have my freedom of ideal has its reality. We who are born of
will. This freedom was the first evi- the Spirit, joined to the Lord in one
dence of Adam being a person, in thespirit, areloving one another! The eter-
Garden of Eden. So to be a created penal kingdom of love is already in evi-
son in the image of the Creator is to bedence for those who have eyes to see it.
spirit as He is Spirit—He infinite and | The world may point at Christians
finite; and | as spirit have knowledge, who don’t appear to love one another,
love and will. | know, | love, | choose; but the worldwide brotherhood of those
and my soul and body are the externalvho do love one another is a visible
agents of my choosing spirit. fact today, which can't be suppressed
He who is Spirit is He who is love. or obliterated; and we are part of it.
By the Scriptures, which reveal Him asOne of the followers of Francis of
love in the giving of His Son that we Assisi said in those days to some who
might have life, we know that His love sought to water down his ways of per-
is total self-giving love. He is the eter- fect love: “There is an element in the
nal Person-for-others. The reason whygospel of Christ so disturbing that the
He is solely other-loving love rather world will forever reject it, but never
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forget it; and the Church will waver “none but the Son knows the Fatherthe Word, and all things were made by
forever between patronage and perseand he to whom the Son reveals Him."Him"? How did He “speak” this word?
cution. Yours is the present, for theThat is why those in religious faiths Quite simply, Scripture reveals. The
world will ridicule or crucify us; but I who have not Jesus Christ at their cenfirst word was “Let there be light"—
think the future is ours.” And he was ter can never know the living God per-and there was light. So the word was
right. That “element” is alive in mil- son to person, as we the redeemed do:'Let there be.” That was no word of
lions today, of whom we are a part; and  But if the eternal universal One is striving effort to obtain something. No,
we are going to see again in these pagenanifested only by His only begottenit was having the authority to under-
the marvels of the way by which this Son “in whom dwells all the fullness of stand what His Father purposed in
has become our total reality. the Godhead bodily,” then all further love-action and was pressing through
So here we start with our Total: manifestations of Himself will be by by His Son-Agent into further detailed
God Himself, in ultimate fact the only His Son. To use a poor human illustra-manifestation. So the Son, the Word,
Person in the universe. God is Spirittion, this is much like the procedure of makes a declaration of what we now
(hence we know Spirit is Person), andmany a human inventor: to expand anctall faith, which was also a command,
God is love (and that means He isperfect his invention he has his next‘Let there be...” The word of faith.

other-love). And part of this Total we, This meant that the Father-Spirit, who
the redeemed, have now become in oo We live in a world where self- is the eternal substance, would now
union with Him. love is the basic motivation. It come into purposed manifested

seems we are in an inextricable ‘forms” of Father-love, channeled into
The Universal is Manifested in chaos from which we can find V|S|b|I|t¥ by the Son as Hlf creating
Forms Agent. “And there was light.

Now we can see that a universal o~ " _Way out—unless it were We are here getting a first glimpse,
any kind is invisible and meaningless POSsible that all humans so love from the very beginning of the Bible
unless it has its manifested form, for  one another that we put the record, of how faith works; in other
any universal reality can only be interests of others before words, the ease of true praying. The
knowr) py its manifested form. What is ourselves. .. Son (or sons) has (and have) an inner
electricity? Who knows? But we can understanding of the love-purposes of
perceive it through one of its manifest-level of cooperators, sons or executhe Father. The Son then fulfills His
ed forms—Ilight, heat, power. Even thetives, who do the developing. Henry prerogative of being the One who
living God, the one ultimate Person inFord produces his first car for the peo-
the universe, would remain unmani-ple. His sons and managers reproduce
fested for all time as that Person unlesé in further popular models (“forms”),
He had from eternity His manifestedand expand the enterprise as a world-
form, first called The Word, His wide Ford Company, applying in detall
beloved Son. all the resources and genius of the

Why is He called The Word, this founder.

One who “was in the beginning with

God and was God"? Because a word ighe Word in Action

the fixed final form that thought takes;  So now the Son (and later, mar-
and by that word the thought movesvelously, we discover a parallel in the
into action. Thought, word, deed. sons) becomes Himself the Word ig . .
Father, Son, Spirit. So the eternal Godaction, and by Him were all thinggae: M. = gy Pty
as the living Person, speaks His Wordcreated. Of what did this activej - -
of self-manifestation into visibility in word consist, of which it is
His only begotton Son, and that is whysaid, “In the beginning was
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speaks the word—and a word, as wexcept that it is revealed as His eternahuman, and exemplified in human liv-
have seen, is a person going into actiompurpose from before He started theng what a normal human being is and
He authoritatively says, “Let there be” founding of the world. When the how he functions as such? So that John
(that same word which Jesus later tolceighth “Let” is recorded, it states: can say, “Because as He is, so are we in
His disciples to use, “Say unto this“And God said, LetUs make man in this world"—notoughtto be, butare!
mountain,Be thou removed, antte Our image.” The Father, Son, and Then if at this juncture we now
thou cast...”) Faith, as the ScriptureSpirit converged in Their final summit take the big leap into the eternal destiny
says, is substance. “And there wasLet.” For it was the beginning of a of the human sons as brother-sons of
light.” vast race of sons . . . created spirits ifGod with the Son, we are quietly told,

Here is our first glimpse of how a “If children, then heirs; heirs of God,
person functions. A spirit-person, by A spirit-person, by his inner  and joint-heirs with Christ.” We then
his inner action of spirit-choice, speaksaction of spirit-choice, speaks theduite ri’(:;htly ask, “What is the inheri-
the Word,. the decisive Word of falt.h, word. the decisive word of faith, Eance’? And the answer comes back,
and that is really the Son interpreting . . The Father has appointed the Son as
the Father’s revealed love-purpose; an and t_hat is really the Son inter- heir of all things,” and that must mean
from the Father through the Son, the Preting the Father's revealed  the universe. Again fantastic! And we
Spirit Himself, the Third Person of the love-purpose. follow that by asking, “What does it
Trinity, moves into His creating work. imply, to receive an inheritance?” The
At the creation, “the Spirit of God the image of Him, the Creator- simple answer is, “After the first excite-
moved upon the face of the waters” andSpirit...spirits who were predestined ment at the news, then comes responsi-
one by one the six “Let there be’s” tookto adoption on the level of sons, tobility!” An heir not only owns, but
visible matter-form. actually be co-sons with co-destiny,must manage and develop his inheri-

We have here diverged for aco-responsibilities and co-authority.tance. And God has entrusted His
moment to take this opportunity of “Fantastic!” our astonished hearts saywhole universe, in whatever its ulti-
showing that from the beginning, It is at such times we fall back on ourmate mindboggling developments are,
before the human race was in exis{inal authority, the written Word. By to His Son and sons—ourselves!
tence, the only way a spirit-personwhat other means could these bold

(which is what we humans are) canfacts be revealed and declared? Safe Sons

function is by that simplest of simple _ Just one thing is obvious. He must

spirit activities—the word of faith. God has entrusted His know that we are trustworthy; even as
whole universe, in whatever Paul caught sight of that when he said,

The Son and the Sons its ultimate mindboggling near the end of his life, “I thank Christ

But now back to Him “in whom - Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me,
are hid all the treasures of wisdom ant SIS Al for that He counted me faithful.” And
knowledge.” By Him, with His word Son and sons—ourselves! how can we be trustworthy and counted
of faith, we see all things come into as such by the living God? Obviously,
being—those six “Let there be’s,” by  So here we move from deity to only when we spontaneously a® He
which the Father manifested Hishumanity, to discover how we are liftedis. Christ is love, as His Father is love;
Godhead in every form of marvelousto the level of deity, because we areso we as love are then safe managers of
visible creation with all its beauties, created spirits who can thus totallythe universe because we shall beitfor
harmonies, perfection—by His Son. identify with Him the Spirit, and be His benefit, not it forus We are then safe,
Indeed, we hear God’s recorded comyperfect means of Self-manifestation.spontaneous other-lovers, as are the
ment: “It is good, . . . itis good, . . . itis How could we know what that meansFather, Son and Spirit. That is what we
good.” But the consummation of thoseand implies if He, the uncreated Deity-are by grace—not (as we shall see)
eight “Lets” is beyond our conceiving, Son, had not Himself become fully aoughtto be, butare! Yes,| am
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*From Brother Johnby Vida Scudder, Quoted Grubb traveled extensively sharing thewhich are available through the
in Gold Cordby Amy Carmichael, p. 46. truth of our union with Christ. He also Zerubbabel Book Ministry. Norman

carried on a huge personal correspon-lived with his daughter, Priscilla, in
For many years after his retirement asdence with individuals throughout the Fort Washington, PA. Norman P. Grubb
General Secretary of the Worldwideworld. He was the author of many entered the Kingdom at 98 years of age.
Evangelization Crusade, Normanbooks and pamphlets, a number of

E d i tor,s Two writers who had faith stands for enthusiasts to listen to Brett Burrowes’

their loved ones’ salvation tell of their often personal and challenging series
experiences of hope and victory in“The Word of Faith and Our Mission.”
Note ‘Amazing Grace” by Irene Gilsenan and  Zerubbabel Focus by Sheryl
“Great Is His Faithfulness” by Kim Trethewey details the in's and out’s of the
Be ready at all times to give an Rogers. Colette Burger’s testimony, book ministry, and there are two conference
answer for the faith that lies within you “Commit Your Way to the Lord,” is an reports, including news from the annual
Or as the New Living translation reatfs, encouraging account of God’s faithful- business meeting, that are of interest.
you are asked about your Christian hopeness to obedience in the midst of painful  Finally, we have included a message
always be ready to explain B0 admon- circumstances. that Norman sent to the 1992 business
ishes Peter, and certairine Intercessor Our young adult contributors weigh meeting when he was too ill to attend in
is committed to a clear presentation ofin with thoughtful and culturally relevant person. Almost ten years ago he was
biblical truth to those seeking to under-articles. Fowler Cooper reviews “Twelve standing firm in his faith support of our
stand and share the good news of théngry Men,” a classic movie demonstrat- Total Living Center here in Boone. How
Scriptures. We begin this issue with soliding the value and necessity of integrity privileged we are to actually be living in
teaching. “Our Foundations” is so titled with no compromise. Every parent andthe reality of that word of faith from so
because in it Norman Grubb goes to theyoung adult will want to soberly consider many years ago. As we used to say when
very foundation of any search for ulti- Scott Prewitt’'s “Garbage In, Garbage writing updates prior to our arrival here,
mate truth—the very nature of God Out,” in which he warns that what we See you in Boone!
Himself and how we relate to Him. allow to enter our minds will eventually
Norman'’s startling statement that “Theresurface—whether in sinful or righteous
is only one person in the universe”acts. Dr. James Dobson’s chilling inter- 2001 conference
receives excellent treatment here. Heview with killer Ted Bundy illustrates the Calendar
moves on to an equally vital point— gravity of this topic, although, as Scott
humans are vessels created to manifestarns, trouble can begin with far less dra| ~ Zerubbabel Summer Camp
the One, a point expanded upon and seematic behavior. Elliot Coatney interviews| July 13-22, 2001
through different eyes by Brett Burrowes Scott's brother Tommy, a surgeon with g~ Blowing Rock, North Carolina
in Bible Study. fascinating and moving story about his gggf;g;.\g;gsn?la Brown
Borrowing once more from the medical school and resident years, an{ ¢ “gog 592 7900
wealth of extraordlna.lry teaching by how God built him into a man of faith e N s
Norman, we have included “The along the way.
Swaying Battle of Faith” fronThe Law Janie Prewitt reviews “The | British Fall Conference
of Faith, a superb discussion of faith. Chocolate Soldier,” a fiery pamphlet by|  october 19-21, 2001
Norman considers the differencesC.T. Studd, Norman’s father-in-law and|  Contact: Meryl Langley
between “little faith,” “great faith,” and founder of the Heart of Africa Mission.| 01604 711016
“perfect faith,” and analyzes this progres-Read it to discover what the title means| 011 44 1604 711016 (from USA)
sion in Abraham as seen in Romans 4. And Chris Anderson encourages tap4
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The Swaying Battle of Faith

by Norman Grubb

We face a given set of statementdief which seems to pull us backward,its grasp or at its disposal that it acts
of fact in Christ, pronounced as suchas when a swimmer struggles againstipon or uses. That is faith; the having
by the authority of Scripture; yet they an undercurrent? We must note the foland using the unlimited resources of
go against appearances, against odowing carefully, for it is a point we God in nature and grace. That is per-
feelings, against the consciousness dfiave not touched on before. There aréect faith.
sin and self in us, against the facts oftages in faith; and we often get into  Now, whereas in the simple things
our many failures in thought and con-much confusion by attempting to of life such perfect faith is ours with-
duct. We are faced, then, with two setsclaim as 100 per cent faith what is real-out difficulty (we see them with the
of realities: things as they are in thely only 50 per cent or 25 per cent. Innaked eye; the flower we pick, the
visible, and things as they are in thethe language of Scripture, there is littlefood we eat, the road we tread upon;
invisible, in Christ. Have we not, then, faith, great faith, and perfect faith. and, automatically, we have and use
to carry out in the simplest fashion  Let us examine this more closely.them); itis not so in the things less eas-
these straightforward laws of faith We have said from the beginning thatily seen or obtainable, as we have
which we have been examining? Wethe God-given faculty of faith is the already pointed out, whether when
must coolly, deliberately, definitely means by which human beings receivalelving into the deepest secrets of
transfer our faith from the lower set of and use all God’s varied gifts. In othernature, as does the scientist, or leaping
realities, things visible to us in our words, faith is not to be confused withacross the gulf into the kingdom of the
inner lives and outer conduct, andmere mental assent to a propositionSpirit reopened to us in Christ. Here
place it in God’s spoken word: “Ye are that may be called “belief,” for want of we may start with imperfect faith, that
dead and your life is hid with Christin a better word, although belief in is to say, we are not so certain of our
God.” We must do exactly as Peter did,Scripture is usually synonymous with facts, our premises; they may often be
when he said: “We have toiled all thefaith. Nor is faith some vague hope forcontrary to what we see with the naked
night and have taken nothing, neverthe future. Faith is action: the whole eye, or thought we had learned from
theless at Thy word | will let down the man in action, spiritual, mental, physi- life around us. There is an element of
net.” We must do it. Faith is inner cal. We have abundantly illustratedstruggle in our faith, twinges of doubt,
action. We must not flutter around, andthat by such natural acts as eating and sense of unreality. Our faith cannot
hope, and hesitate, and pray. We mustirinking, or the first great act of the genuinely be said to “have” the thing it
do it, as definitely as Peter launchedawakened spirit in receiving Christ aswould reckon on, but rather to be try-
out with his net in the presence of hisSaviour. Now, because it is action, iting to grasp and maintain it against
doubtless sniggering fishermanhas certainty, and not doubt, as itsopposition. There is a labouring faith
friends; as definitely as he later got outmotivating power. That is to say, we and there is a resting faith. What Jesus
of the boat on to the water. We mustperform the act of eating because wecalled little faith (Matt. 8:26), for
make a transaction of faith, maybe onare sure of the food; we see it with ourinstance, was the action of the disci-
our knees, maybe by signing name anaye, we believe it is good for us. Weples in the storm, when He lay asleep
date against a verse, maybe by publitake the step of humbly acceptingon a pillow in the boat and they awoke
confession or to a friend. Christ, because we are sure of HisHim, crying out: “Master, carest Thou

But that is only where the battle of grace, we believe He died for our sinsnot that we perish?” The disciples
present-tense faith begins. What arave see the statements of Scripturebelieved that He could save them, but
we to do with that undertow of unbe- Faith therefore alwayisasthe thing in doubted if He wanted to! There was
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faith, but of a very watery consistency. about the stage we are in.

Great faith (Matt. 8:10) was what  The best analysis of labouring and
Jesus called the attitude of the centuriresting faith in the Bible is the descrip-
on, for he not only believed thattion given in Romans 4:16-22 of
Christ’s word was with saving power, Abraham’s pioneer act of faith. We

but that He would speak if asked to. Hethere see the process exhaustively out-

believed Christ could and would. Butlined. We see faith’s beginning and
perfect faith (James 2:22) is thefoundation in a discovery of the will of
description given of Abraham’s sacri- God (a subject dealt with in chapterg
fice of Isaac. There it is seen that,18 and 19); in this case it was a word
when God told Abraham to go andfrom God: “So shall thy seed be”; for
offer his only son as a burnt-offering faith always comes by hearing, and
upon one of the mountains of Moriah, hearing by the word of God.
Abraham obeyed. It is plain that he  The second stage is the counter
had full intention of carrying out God’s attack of the visible—in this case his
word to the letter, for he not only and Sarah’s age and physical condi
bound his son and laid him on the altartion. This he countered by turning his
but also raised the knife to plunge it inback on the visible; a deliberately con-
him; and not till then, in the last split sidered act, for “he considered not his
second, did God withhold his hand.own body now dead, neither yet the
Yet, a few hours before, when leavingdeadness of Sarah’s womb.” This is
his servant with the ass at the foot ofdescribed as being “not weak in faith”;
the mountain, he had said to him:in other words, he did not just lie down
“Abide ye here with the ass; and | andunder existing circumstances, as we sp

the lad will go yonder and worship, often do. He rose up and began to take

andcome agairto you.” And the com- action, negative action at first.
ment in Hebrews 11 is that, so sure In the third stage, he passes from
was he of God’s promise of seedoccupation with things earthly to
through Isaac, that he knew if he slewthings heavenly; from the downward
him at God’s word, God would raise to the upward look. “He staggered not
him up again. In other words the faithat the promise of God through unbe
of Abraham always$ad his son, and lief.” Now the muscles of his faith are
never let him go. God not only could rapidly gaining strength: he who had
and would, but could, and would, andrefused to be weakened in faith by nat
had. It was all settled before he startediral appearances is mightily strengtht
out. He and the lad would come back. ened in faith by contemplation of the
Now, the mistake we so often promises, strengthened to the point
make is to try to pretend to ourselveshat a sheer impossibility does not
that the faith that has really received isstagger him.
ours; whereas, in point of fact, we only At the fourth stage, a radical
have the faith that labours to receive. Ithange takes place: the burden an
is not wrong to have the labouringstruggle is replaced by a burst of prais
faith; it is a necessary stage in the'giving glory to God.” Now faith is
process of advanced believing, but it isshining out in noontide strength, and ig
wrong to try to deceive ourselvescalled “strong.” God alone, the God of

[oN

D

Statement
of Purpose

The purpose of this magazine is to fur-
ther the great high calling of the Lord Jesus to
carry His Gospel to the whole world. This call-
ing is known in the Christian world as the
Great Commission. Our interpretation of the
Gospel is that Jesus Christ was the second
member of the Trinity, fully God, made mani-
fest in the flesh. He was tempted in all points
as we are, but totally without sin. He was cru-
cified for the sins of the world, was buried, and
rose from the dead on the third day, according
to the Scriptures. He gives the power to
become the sons of God to all who receive
Him.

Beyond this forgiveness of sins, The
Intercessor is committed to proclaiming to
every creature the mystery of the Gospel,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory (Col.
1:27). The outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon
the Church at Pentecost means that Christ
has joined Himself to us as one spirit (I Cor.
6:17). Thus we see that Christ has reproduced
Himself in our flesh, and we Christians are real-
ly Christ living as us (Gal. 2:20).

Therefore, there is not only the forgiveness
of sins but also a life in Christ of knowing we are
dead to sin (Rom. 6). Furthermore, we are dead
to the Law (Rom. 7), since the power of sin is
through the Law. Christ is the only Lawkeeper
(Rom. 8), and there is no independent human
nature that can keep the Law, though we are
continually tempted to believe so.

Belief in an independent human nature is
Satan’s lie and the root of sin. Non-Christians
are really Satan-indwelt, expressing his lusts
(John 8:44), just as we have come to learn that
Christians are Christ-indwelt, expressing His
righteousness (2 Cor. 6:16). Humans have no
moral nature of their own, meaning that we are
simply expressions of the indwelling deity
nature, either of Christ or Satan (the fallen cre-
ated being who is the spirit of error). Sin in a
Christian is a result of believing again Satan’s
lie that there is a human nature which can do
good or evil.

Our full restoration, then, is to see our-
selves as Christ in the world and to labor and
travail to see Christ formed in others according
to the mighty working of the Spirit. This is
“intercession,” the definite laying down of our
lives to present every man perfect in Christ
(Col. 1:28). The Intercessor is committed to
this great and thriling commission, the cost of
bringing it about, and the resurrection joy of
reaping the harvest!
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the impossible, fills the vision; wor- and, instead of hiding it, he exposed itthat all they need do was “reckon,” was
ship and praise take the place of strifeand cried for deliverance. That is thereally only a camouflage. What they
and travail, for the soul that is occu-way through. really meant in their hearts was: “We
pied with glorifying God cannot atthe ~ We met three young missionariesreckon ourselves dead unto sin and
same time be obsessed with doubtsvho never knew by experience thealive unto God, but of course it isn’t
concerning Him. truths of Romans 6 and Galatians 2:20really so.” Now, however, they were
At last, at the fifth stage, the top- until the camouflage was stripped off not going to be content until they had a
most rung of the ladder of faith is their faith. In early days they had real living faith, a full assurance that
reached: full assurance; “being fully maintained that to reckon themselveghese things are so; they then described
persuaded that what He had promisedjead, as Paul had said we were to ddjow this assurance came. Actually
He was able also to perform.” Now hewas sufficient. Three years later theytheir earlier faith was not a camouflage
knows now hehas perfect faith has gave the illuminating account of how, in the sense that it was unreal or hypo-
come. The fulfilment is already his in during their stiff struggle with a diffi- critical. It was an imperfect faith. It
the invisible, and, as day follows night, cult language, they became increasingwas the first stage, in which conscious
will be seen in the visible. And the ly conscious of their spiritual need andfaith and conscious unbelief are both
mighty results of a battle of faith fought ineffectiveness. They decided to sefactive; but their mistake had been to
and won is seen in its fourfold fruit: it aside a time for heart-searching. Hergretend to themselves and others that
pleases God, it moves God to give pubthey were brought to see that what theghere was no unbelief; and God can
lic honour to the believer; it has its vis- had called “faith,” when they had said never respond to dishonesty.
ible answer in the birth of Isaac; and it
is an inspiration to the world.

Some have to toil up the ladder of
faith, with varying degrees of labour; (
but we say again, it is not wrong to feel

the conflict with doubt, so long as we

are honest about it. Indeed, it is only The fear of man is another temptation or inoculation of th
living faith that doubts, for “faith is not devil; with it come many snares. He who fears man fears0 tz
the banishing of all difficulties, but and he who fears God fears not man. The fear of man leacr:]lot o
their subordination to greater certain- condonation of sin and seeks to excuse itself by pleading tzeofear

ties.” One of the most candid remarks  Of scandal. John the Baptist feared no such thing

. . b
in this respect was made by the fathe unmasked hypocrites, and so also did our Saviour e

who brought his demon-possesse: the Church in its infancy by his bold rebuke of Ananl?aeter Sdaved
child to Jesus. It will be remembered Sapphira, fearless of the almost certain result, a raveS .

that he said: “If thou canst do anything, which, however, of course never happened; G’odiaw tsi:;nda,
have compassion on us”; and Jesus Such is His business, not ours. He caused ,a revival insfc) dati:’
answer was: “If thou canst believe, all and James similarly denounced sin and rebuked sinner . H'l .
things are possible to him that John blurted out the unvarnished truth. “He that doeth f \rA]/t o
believeth.” Now notice his reply. ness is righteous, but he that doeth sin is of the devil.” “If e_OUS‘
“Lord, | believe; help thou mine unbe- and Judgment are the foundation of Thy Throne.” If w o
lief.” In other words, he recognized sin in others, we shall presently be found condo.nin ite' T
frankly two counter-currents in him: selves, for Charity, true or false, has a knack of begginni'r?gocl:rr_end

one believing, one disbelieving. With ing at home.
one half of him, as it were, he said:

“Lord, | do believe.” But the other half

of him was calling out “Impossible”;

by CT Studd
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Annual Business Meeting Report

by Vicki Bedell

“I am crucified with Christ: never- Unlimited Work in progress also still “under construction” and sug-
theless | live; yet not |, but Christ includes a joint republishing with gestions are welcome. Furthermore,
lives in me: and the life which | now Lutterworth Press of The we are exploring the possibility of
live in the flesh | live by the faith of Intercession of Rees Howelby publishingThe Intercessotocally
the Son of God, who loved me andoris Ruscoe. In addition, we arerather than continuing to have it
gave himself for me.” purchasing the rights to published out-of-state. This would
Spontaneous Yoand most of save time and money. Carol
“Go into all the world and preach Norman’s earlier, out-of-print Hoffmann volunteered to assist with
the good news to all creation.” books, many of which are aboutlayout forThe Intercessor
WEC missionaries. Sanda suggested Sheryl Trethewey presented

Galatians 2:20 embodies God’'spreparing an anthology of Norman’sthe Book Ministry report. (See her
Total Truth for all believers. writings at some point in the future, article on page 13), and Jamie
Coupled with Mark 16:15, we are perhaps after we've republished fiveResset reported on the tape ministry.
reminded of our commission: the of Norman’s books. We also intendJamie will pursue transferring tapes
endto which each aspect of ourto actively pursue finding a compa-to CD’s and making videotapes
ministry is ameans The Business ny that will digitally archive available. And Becca Glaser’s com-
Meeting reports—Zerubbabel PressNorman’s books. puter report outlined the need to
Alpen Acres, The Tape Ministry, This year we plan to fulfill the upgrade both Zerubbabel Press
and all the rest—reveal some of theequirements to have an in-housecomputers and scanning equipment
fruit of those who have lived this Zerubbabel Press representative at theéuring the year.
commission. Christian Booksellers Convention.  Looking ahead to Summer

On Saturday evening, March Joe Laffin and Sanda will market Camp, committees were chosen to
23rd, Fowler Cooper called the busi-Once Caught, No Escapge book- work under the steerage of Camp
ness meeting to order. Tommystores in order to qualify us for admis-Director Tony Mansoor.
Prewitt presented the Zerubbabelsion to the Convention. Meanwhile, back at the Alpen
Inc. Financial Statement comparing We also set clear goals for aAcres motel...the youth enjoyed a
2000-2001. Then Ron Mace report-Zerubbabel Press website whichweekend of fun and fellowship, too.
ed that the Alpen Acres Motel (our Elliot Coatney will develop: these Utilizing their God-given creative
conference center) had a good yeamclude posting the entire talents to teach through art projects,
in 2000 with an occupancy increasentercessoy advertising the books Dacia Trethewey and Elliot Coatney
of about 4%. and tapes, and having a missiortaught the youngest group about the

Next, Sanda Cooper thankedstatement page. We will seekprophets Isaiah and Jeremiah. These
everyone who helped to pro@od responses from our current printcrafts included telescopes to the
Unlimited—earlier that afternoon readership to find out how many usefuture and crosses representing the
we’'d broken into groups for proof- email and access the web. coming of Jesus. Robyn Resset and
reading. This book will be available = Sanda also announced the addiKari Mace emphasized kindness and
very soonOnce Caught No Escapetion of a new youth section tthe honesty to the 9-11 year-olds. Scott
is already in the process of republi-Intercessoy which will be edited by Prewitt and Allison Laffin taught the
cation and will follow God older ZNewswriters. Its format is continued on page 29
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BIBLE STUDY:

One of the most significant truths of
Scripture is that we were created to be vessels
of the divine glory. If we fail to appreciate this
fact and live from it as the basis of our very exis-
tence as Christians, we will find nothing but
frustration and dissatisfaction. Knowing and
accepting the fact that we are vessels of a spirit
greater than ourselves will enable us to escape
the twin traps of the devil, namely inferiority
and low self-esteem on the one hand, and pride
and superiority on the other. What we need is
an appropriate evaluation of ourselves as
selves—a truly humble picture of ourselves as
created by God, without exalting ourselves or
viewing ourselves as scum and dirt with no
value whatsoever. How often we have swung
between these two extremes! How often Satan
has toyed with us and run us ragged because
we dont know or appreciate or frankly, out-
right disobey God’s truth in these matters!

What, then, does it mean to be a vessel?
Paul says that in a large house there are vessels
not only of gold and silver but also of wood and
clay, some for noble use, some for ignoble. All
who cleanse themselves of the things I have
mentioned will become noble vessels, dedicated
and useful to the owner of the house, ready for
every good work." A vessel, then, is an instru-
ment or utensil that serves the purpose of the
one using it. Paul's pointis that in God's world we
can be vessels for noble purposes—to express
the pure gold of His divine character and love, or
we can be ignoble, ordinary vessels like a
garbage can or toilet. Both types of vessels serve
the Master's purposes; both, in some sense are
necessary in Gods world. But wouldn't you
rather be a vessel of gold than a garbage can?

Of course we must guard against the idea
that some vessels are intrinsically more valu-
able than other vessels. After all, anyone can be
the vessel of gold or silver that Paul describes if
they cleanse themselves of the evil deeds that
Paul describes in the context. Also, anyone can
be a garbage can or toilet if they allow Satan to
continue expressing himself through them.

In other words, it is not the vessel which is
good or evil, but rather what it contains that
makes the vessel noble or ignoble. So a vessel is

by Brett Burrowes

also something that contains something else,
like a drinking glass, for example. If | put water
into the glass, it contains water, but if I put ink
in the glass, it is a container for the ink.
Although a container might be particularly
beautiful or ugly, the purpose of the vessel is
still only to contain, hold or express something
other than itself. In the same way, Paul says that
‘we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that it
may be clear that the surpassing power is from
God and not from ourselves’ (2 Cor 4:7). The
treasure is nothing less than the glory of Jesus
Christ, the divine character of righteousness,
goodness, love and power now revealed in us,
the earthen vessels.

InJohns gospel, Jesus illustrates this truth

Unlike a cup or container
we have the capacity to
choose which spirit fills
us and operates us. The

point of the vessel-
container imagery is to
focus our attention on
the fact that good and

evil do not originate

within ourselves—we are

operated by a spirit

greater than ourselves.

with a parable and states that He is the vine
and we are the branches, and that if we abide in
him, we will bear much fruit, but apart from
Him we can do nothing (John 15:5). The fruit—
love, joy, peace, meekness, kindness, gentleness,
faithfulness, self-control—these are all the fruit
of Gods Spirit, the expression of Christs own
character through us. Without the sap coming
from the vine, the life-giving sap of the Spirit,
we can do absolutely nothing good. For as Jesus
says, ‘God alone is good’ (Mark 10:18). We were
created to be containers of Gods abundant
goodness, constantly overflowing to others
through us. This is what it means to be created
in Gods image (Gen 1:26)—not that we would be
‘like” God—that was Satans lie—but that God

would dwell in us as His images. In the civiliza-
tions around ancient Israel, the purpose of an
image oridol was not merely to give a picture of
what the god looked like, rather the god was
actually understood to dwell in the idol—the
idol made the presence of the god real to his
worshippers. But God has no need of gold or
stone idols—He created people to be His idols—
people in whom to dwell and express His char-
acter and presence in the world.

But you might object: 'Tam not just a con-
tainer; I am a person!” And of course you are.
Unlike a cup or container we have the capacity
to choose which spirit fills us and operates us.
The point of the vessel-container imagery is to
focus our attention on the fact that good and
evil do not originate within ourselves—we are
operated by a spirit greater than ourselves. The
choice we have is whether to continue giving
ourselves over to Satan for his misuse or give
ourselves over to Christ that He might use us
for the purpose for which we were created: to
be images of God, expressers of His glory.

Most believers recognize that we have
Christ dwelling in us (Col 127). But what is often
ignored and rejected is that we have been ves-
sels of sin, of Satan as much as we are vessels of
Christ now. Jesus says that ‘you are children of
the devil and his desires you do’ (John 8:44).Also,
"He who sins is of the devil’ that is they have
their spiritual source in the devil, as a well-
known scholar F. F. Bruce has written. So all the
time we were living lives of sin, it was not in fact
merely us who were sinning, but Satan produc-
ing His sinful evil desires in us, expressing His
nature and lusts. So Paul says: ‘it was no longer [
who did it, but the sin dwelling in me who did it
(Rom 717, 20) and speaks of how the prince of
the power of the air is the spirit who operates
in the children of disobedience (Eph 2:2). Just as
the Holy Spirit of Christ indwells the body of
Christ who gives freedom (Rom 8:9-11; 1 Cor 12:13;
2 Cor 317), so there is a spirit of the world (1 Cor
2:12) who enslaves (Rom 8:15).

For this reason, Peter writes that in order
to escape the corruption that is in the world
(the Satanic spirit of sin) we need to be sharers
of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). Only because




SPRING 2001 THE INTERCESSOR

God dwells within us as His vessels and we trust
in His presence can we then add goodness, god-
liness, and love to our faith. These qualities are
His and His alone—we just get to participate in
them and express them in our lives. Peter wants
us to know that none of these qualities or
attributes originate with us: they are intrinsic
to the nature of God and we can only participate
in these qualities if He Himself comes down and
lives them out through us. Once we realize this,
we can see that there is absolutely no place for
pride: any good thing that we do as Christians is
really an expression of Jesus Christ through us
and the only contribution we have made is our
‘yes' to God, a mere consent to the fact that we
are hisvessels. All that God really requires of us is
the acknowledgment of a fact—that we are His
vessels. The life of faith, then is only a walking
out in daily life in humble recognition of this
truth—that it is in fact He and no longer merely
we who are living life (Gal. 2:20).

What this means is that sin is actually a
Satanic self-delusion that we are something
other than or more than mere vessels. We are
either deceived into believing that we are supe-
rior to and intrinsically better than other peo-
ple, or that we are inferior to and worse than
others. Because we have all been operated by
Satan, we have all had some kind of hierarchy
or pecking order in our minds, and each person
with whom we came in contact fit into the
hierarchy at some level. Our physical appear-
ance and health, our brains, our abilities—all
these things were—and perhaps still are—used
to determine where we fall on the pecking
order. We tell ourselves: Well, at least 'm not like
50 and so," ‘At least Ive never done that’ or, on
the other hand, we wish we were like so and so
and become envious and jealous and desire to
pull the other person down to our level or
below. We don't want to be at the bottom of the
heap and we will do anything to get to the top.
Of course, some of us may deceive ourselves
that we don't do any of this, that we are basical-
ly nice” vessels who are above all this competi-
tion—but there it is—the people who believe
they are nice really believe they are better than
the people who crassly go out and jockey for a

position in the pecking order—the ‘nice people
wouldntact that way—they're ‘above”all that—
so the "nice people” are really playing the
Satanic game of hierarchy after all—they just
deceive themselves that they aren't.

The only way to escape this Satanic game
is to humbly recognize the fact that we are
vessels operated by Christ or Satan and
although we may differ in our appearance,
personality, skills and abilities, we are all basi-
cally the same in that we express either the
spirit of Satan or the spirit of Christ. There
simply is no hierarchy, especially since we have
all sinned and lack the glory of God (Rom 3:23),
so that no one can claim to be superior or infe-
rior. There is level ground at the foot of the

There is absolutely no
place for pride: any good
thing that we do as
Christians is really an
expression of Jesus Christ
through us and the only
contribution we have
made is our 'yes’ to God, a
mere consent to the fact
that we are his vessels.

cross. The fact is that we all get to be "top dog,’
or noble vessels as Paul describes it, when
Christ is the one operating us.

Perhaps this seems too incredible for us to
believe. But all that we are called to believe is
the biblical fact that having received Christ as
our Savior, we are now vessels of Christ rather
than vessels of Satan. And there is a certain
‘rest” in that fact, since we are not called to
believe that we are superhuman beings who
can leap over tall buildings and fly through the
sky. Believing that we are vessels is really a radi-
cal self-acceptance of everything about our-
selves, apart from our sin. [ was created with
the perfect personality, the perfect physical
appearance, the perfect amount of intelligence,
the perfect skills and abilities, to be the vessel
God designed me to be. We are perfect for

-A VESSEL

accomplishing whatever task that He has laid
before us. You might object: Tm not perfect, I sin
all the time.” But that is why the Perfect One
now dwells within you to express His perfect
moral character through you. And for that pur-
pose, you are the perfect vessel. God created us
as earthen vessels, with all our ‘earthiness’ so
apparent to us as the perfect means of express-
ing His surpassing power and glory (2 Cor 4:7).
If we start lamenting how imperfect vessels we
are not taking God at His word.

On the other hand, perhaps it seems like [
am suggesting that we ‘paste’ Jesus Christ
over our sinful lives and just call whatever we
doJesus Christ." But nothing could be further
from the truth. Faith in God's promise to live
through us is not a magic wand that we wave
over our lives, it is relying upon the all-loving
and all-powerful God to do exactly as He
promises in, through, and as us. But such faith
comes at a price. Christ and Satan cannot
operate in the same vessel at the same time.
As Romans 6 and Eph.2:2 make clear, if we yield
our members to sin, then sin (or Satan) shall
be our master, and his spirit will express itself
through us. So we have the responsibility of
cleansing ourselves of Satanic misuse and
unbelief, as Paul makes clear in 2 Tim 2:21: ‘All
who cleanse themselves of the things I have
mentioned will become noble vessels, dedicat-
ed and useful to the owner of the house, ready
for every good work” We cleanse ourselves
through repentance and confession of sin,
which heals us (James 5:16). But we must also
cleanse the unbelief that is the root of sin:
‘Whatever does not proceed from faith is sin’
(Rom 14:23). And what is unbelief? Nothing
other than failing to believe that we are ves-
sels and trusting Christ to be the spirit operat-
ing and living through us.

Brett has an MA. in New Testament and a Th. M.
in Biblical Theology from Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary and is currently working
on his doctorate at the University of Durham in
England. He currently lives in Poughkeepsie, New
York, and is a Zerubbabel Contact and Teacher-
Sharer.
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MessagefromNarman

Here is a reprint of a message written by
Norman Grubb for the annual business
meeting some years ago. It is as timely
today as it was then.

MESSAGE FROM NORMAN GRUBB
FOR ZERUBBABEL ANNUAL
MEETING JANUARY 1992

My loved Co-intercessors,

Once again, this year | can’t be with
you, and am sending along a message.
Actually, there’s not a further thing to
say, because | have continued convic-
tion that the Holy Spirit has put the liber-
ating truth into focus for us, just as |
wrote it as “my last word” in my Total
Truth pamphlet.

The fact is that self is all we have
and are, a marvelous by-product of The
Self of the universe. Just as the mes-
sage of AA’s Twelve Steps is simple
enough when you pay the price of full
honesty, so the key to that open door to
the Total Truth is simple enough when
we pay the full price of honesty, which
admits the fact that our real “god” was
self-for-self.

It was through the lying, self-for-self
nature of Satan that he captured us
through Adam’s disobedience. But, the
eternal truth of the universe is that of our
God, whose fixed nature is self-for-oth-
ers, the very opposite to Satan’s lie,
which swallowed up all humanity. Every
human being starts life captive to
Satan’s self-for-self deceit.

The amazing truth, which becomes
our own truth when we are conditioned
to receive it in its totality, is that God’s
own Son took upon Himself our human
selfhood captured by that lie, and met
and for forty days flatly refused to go
that same way under Satan’s tempta-
tions. And that was the beginning of a
life of tension and great suffering, to

escape which He was not once moved
to take saving action against His
Father’s will. So He aroused all the
enmity of Satan’s human self-for-self
armies under their false religious cloaks.

Never once did He deviate through
to the final crisis question of Pilate, who
asked, Who are you? and the answer
came back, The Son of God. Then right
through those terrible crisis hours from
Gethsemane to Calvary, He never
moved from that word of who He was,
although taking the darkness of hell for
our sakes in saying, “The cup which my
Father hath given me, shall | not drink
it?” For three hours He was alone on his
face, sweating even blood in the faith
that though physically killed He would
rise again. All this took place in the only
possible One who could represent the
whole human race.

What an unwavering human life,
never once responding to those Satan
self-for-self temptations, then believing
in the resurrection and from that onward
to ascension and sitting with all authori-
ty at the right hand of God. And then at
last, after those several thousand years,
being equipped to impart to us His own
Spirit of Truth and Love, on which the
First Adam had shut the door to us.

So now we humans, who were cre-
ated to express Christ in His love nature,
which was blanked right out for us
through the Fall, are now restored to our
overcoming Christ, who God in the
Garden of Eden had said would bruise
the Serpent’s head. And now, in total
humility which admits our years of
Satan slavery—as indeed in the AA
Twelve-Step program—by the one
process of faith, we can come to Him
seated at the right hand of God. And by
His Spirit, Jesus is made into no formal
“religion,” but into our personal, endur-
ing Christ living in and as us, having

replaced that self-for-self lying nature of
Satan in us by His self-for-others nature.

Now living in a new nature, we
remain, however, still totally surrounded
by the products of Satan’s self-for-self
nature in covetousness, deceit, envy
and wrath, and we continue assaulted
along those lines by all that surrounds
us. But we now by grace have the clear
insight between a Satan self-for-self
temptation and the practice of believing
in our glorious new self-for-others nature
in Jesus. And as we move forward,
often in forms in which we have to take
up our Cross and die to world entice-
ment, we joy knowers can shout aloud,
“O God, my heart is fixed, my heart is
fixed” (Psalm 57:7), and we sing and
give praise.

Then this passion takes hold of
us—for we are all passionate people,
created that way—and our sole absorb-
ing drive is to share with all whom we
have contact with or can launch out to
on a worldwide level this vast difference
between being from birth a Satan-
expresser in his self-for-self nature and
now being a fixed Christ-expresser, who
lays down his life for others. That, of
course, is the point in my Total Truth
pamphlet.

| also thank God | got a shot of fresh
Holy Ghost confirmation when | heard
how you in Zerubbabel had come out
with that word of faith for the funds
needed for the Boone Center, and
expecting some now. Dates and ways
don’t matter. In God’s always surprising
methods, what we said in faith means
the money is already there and is en
route to us in His ways.

With my love to you all, and waiting
to see how the Spirit breaks through for
this our Total Truth to become the Total
Truth of all God’s people.

N oren
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Zerubbabel FOC“S: Norman Grubb’s

The Book Ministry Thec%aw

Two years ago, | took over the responthe US place their orders by email, phont F aith
sibility of the book ministry. It has been a calls to Zerubbabel Press, and mailing ir

privilege to play a part in getting God’s the book order form found iffhe
message of total truth out to the world. MylIntercessorin addition, we have a British
favorite part is seeing Norman Grubb’sbranch where overseas orders are carrie REPRINTED!
books reach people who want and needut.
answers to life. Norman’s teachings have Book sales have increased since
been instrumental in my spiritual growth Zerubbabel Press has contracted with 3
and | am excited when others receive hiprofessional publishing company to
books. With this responsibility came areprint many of Norman Grubb’s books.
great opportunity for me to learn as | haveThis year, we republishedes | Amand it
processed orders, recorded inventory andias our most popular sale in 2000. We are|
continually learned new software pro-currently reprintingGod Unlimitedand
grams. | have benefited from handlingare very excited about this.
these new duties, which are quite different  The ultimate goal of the book min-
from my present job as an ob/gyn nurseistry is to reach the world with the mes-
Growth has been evident in me personallysage of “Christ in you, the hope of glory”
and in the book ministry itself. (Col. 1:27). To reach this goal, there are
Zerubbabel has had a book ministrymany steps for us to take. We feel that
for over 15 years; but in recent years, witbadmission into the Christian Book
increasing technology, it has evolved sig-Distributors Convention could be a major
nificantly. WhenThe Intercessaelocated step in this process. In order for us to be
to our Blowing Rock, NC headquarters inadmitted to the Convention, we must have
the early 90s, so did the book ministry.our books in ten retail outlets.
Up until only a few years ago, orders wereAccordingly, we will work to fulfill this
still hand-written a_nd recorded in a 3-nng goal this year. So whlle we have come a Easier To Read
notebook, as was inventory. Today we utiHong way technologically, the overreach-
lize the Access computer program thaing goal—of carrying God’s Tota_ll Truth tq * Unedited from the
allows us to process our orders more effithe world—has not changed. It is an excit- . .
ciently. Now with a click of a button we ing privilege to see how far we have come O”g'nal
can retrieve information such as ouras we look forward to our future plans. .
detailed inventory and customer mailing Available NOW from
information, including individual order In addition to running the Zerubbabel Book
history. This enables us to send customerd/inistry, Sheryl is an OB Nurse at Watauga
orders the same day we receive them agedical Center. She lives in Boone, North
well as keep track of repeat customersCarolina with her sister, Dacia.
Individuals and bookstores from all over

* Larger Print

Zerubbabel
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Amazing Grace

by Irene Gilsenan

In many ways | had a privileged other way around. That year at camgo change very quickly. Dad hadn’t
childhood. | grew up on a farm, living there was a lot of emphasis on the wordbeen feeling well and was in hospital
in a comfortable house with my parentsof faith and intercession. | spoke a wordfor tests. At the time | was busy teach-
three grandparents and my older brothef faith that my father would become aing school and studying for an exam.
er. We all attended the local AnglicanChristian, and sometime later added myGod arranged it that Dad was in hospi-
(Lutheran) church and my brother and Imother to that word. At camp that year,tal ten minutes from where 1 live. The
went to the church primary school andBrett's teaching included biblical evi- day | finished my exam was the day |
later to Protestant boarding schoolsdence that when God says somethingeard that Dad’s diagnosis was cancer.
While we were taught right from wrong will be, initial outward appearances There followed a remarkable six week
and encouraged to have moral staneften seem to demonstrate the oppositeseries of events demonstrating God’s
dards, the possibility of knowing God The following years certainly bore wit- great mercy and faithfulness and His
in a personal way was a foreign concephess to that in my parents’ lives. continued attention to every detail.
to us. I may have heard the gospelonflict between us seemed to intensi-  Dad knew his diagnosis was cancer
before | went to university and met afy, as they became more antagonistic t@nd his health was rapidly failing. |
Christian who introduced me to any attempt to convince them of theirthought that surely this would produce a
Christian Union, but | had no real need for salvation. desire to be right with God. The first
understanding of what it meant to know  During these years, | too turnedtime | spoke to him after his diagnosis |
Jesus as my personal Saviour. Howevegway from God's highest and best forasked if he was now ready to ask Jesus
praise God, the light shone and Ime and chose instead to go my ownnto his life. His reply, “Oh Irene, don't
became a Christian at the end of myself-centred way. All the time | was bentstart that again.” The battle raged!
first year in college. on “my” (really Satan’s) way, | main- While | felt intense disappointment and

That was thirty one years ago! | tained an outward facade of “God first.”discouragement | knew | had a
don’t remember how soon after becom+ know this could only have been a hin-choice—to believe appearances or
ing a Christian | started to desire mydrance to my parents and indeed tdelieve God. I silently but firmly made
parents’ conversion, but it goes back amany others at that time. But, God inmy faith choice there at Dad’s bedside.
long way. Far from seeing an answer tdHis mercy persisted with me and for-Within days our fall conference took
that prayer straight away, for manygave the sin in my life and turned meplace and that was a time of great
years my faith in Jesus was an area dback to trusting Him. Relationships encouragement and assurance of others
tension or outright conflict between us.with my parents were very difficult at standing in faith with me. | came away
Even in times of tranquility there was that time. They opposed God'’s dealingknowing Dad’s salvation was God’s
no evidence of any spiritual interest onin my life and firmly resisted any men- deal, not “mine,” and any attempt to
their part. tion of the gospel, claiming to be manipulate it would be sin. My part was

In June 1995 my father started to“okay” as they were. However, as myto believe and trust Christ through me to
lose his sight. Before going to summerife was cleaned up and Jesus Chrisbe and do and say exactly what He
camp that year | remember thinkingwas free to live His life through me, | wanted.
that this was God’s way of really get- knew that they too were in His hands My parents’ home is in the town
ting my father’s attention and that | and my word of faith stood—whatever where | work so | basically moved in
would prefer him to have spiritual sight the appearances. and went to work from there, returning
and physical blindness rather than the In the fall of last year things began continued on page 28
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Tape Talk

by Chris Anderson

TAPE REVIEW: God's promise to Abraham will not consequences, and the realization of
The Word of Faith and come back empty. Most intriguing is the ultimate positive, our total salva-
Our Mission Brett's conviction that Isaiah 42:5-7 tion through Jesus Christ. The key to

not only pertains to a messianiceverything is “who” we believe we
by Brett Burrowes prophecy, but also to us. We believeare. Jesus Christ can, despite how we
that the Son of the living God, Jesudfeel, accomplish through us, God’s

Why are we here? What is ourChrist, lives His life in us, as us andplan for His creation. Our unbelief
purpose? What next—now that wethrough us. We are the vessels ircan keep this from happening
are born again and have entered thevhich “The Intercessor” Himself can through us and God will rise up other
kingdom of God? manifest Himself. We are to lay vessels to complete “His mission.”

Brett Burrowes presents us withdown our lives as He did, for the lost | encourage anybody reading this
the answers to these questions in hiand fallen. Brett goes on to say thato get these tapes and make them a
four tape series “The Word of Faithall of this will come with a cost part of your library. As Brett ended
and Our Mission.” What a tremen- (price). Unfortunately, not all of us the tape—God’s promises will not
dous opportunity. A great privilege will choose this path and the few of come back empty.
and responsibility with enormous us who stay in the fold will be
implications. These were some of theridiculed, slandered and maligned forChris, his wife, Kathy, and their
thoughts that came to mind while lis-standing up for what we believe. children, Matthew (11) and Chelsea
tening to these tapes. Brett makes many connections(9) live in Boone, North Carolina

Brett starts out with the basics ofthroughout the Bible between thiswhere he is a manager for Back Yard
who we are as persons—that we havaltimate “negative” of our sin and its Burgers.
a free choice in what and whom w
believe (faith). He then goes into
great detail about God’s promise ta To Think About
Abraham to make him into a great ooo
nation. But, because of their disobedit
ence and rebellion, “Israel” failed to
complete the messianic mission given
to Abraham. God supplies the solu
tion to this fallen nation by His per-| much that we have grieved the Lord that disturbs us, as that we
fect Son accepting the will of His| have failed. The acceptance of condemnation is a form of self-
Father—going to the cross and taking  righteousness. God has told us, when we sin, to get quickly to
the sins of the world with Him. Then
rising again as our living God.

But—now what? Brett provides
an in-depth study on how the Bible from all sense of unrighteousness. “The cleansing fount I see, |

We must not stay, even temporarily, under condemnation,
when Satan has caught us out. It is the easiest thing to do, and
our distressed feelings are really self-pity and pride. It is not so

the light, recognize and confess the sin, and then He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse our consciences

says to proceed. By referring tof see; I plunge, and O, it cleanseth me.” To remain in condemna-

many, many scriptures (both Old and  tion, therefore, is really disobedience and hurt self.
New Testament), Brett shows us how
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British Easter Conference

by Joanna Langley

We had our 15th British Easter Some of us had been willfully disobey- Through patient and faithful exortation
conference, with a difference! Theing this truth, believing they were supe-of God through members here and
hoof and mouth outbreak in Englandrior or inferior selves. This gives Satanabroad, she repented of her disobedi-
meant that many of our friends fromthe reigns to do as he pleases bgnce, confessed her sin and decided to
Ireland and America could not be with Christ’s vessels (2 Tim 2:26). Whentrust Christ to live out His life through
us in person, but of course they werewe allow Satan to do this we becomeher in this situation. Once she stepped
with us in spirit! As the week pro- weapons of wickedness (Rom 6:13)out in faith she saw that all along God
gressed we began to see why God haagainst God’s army which is taking had been providing for every detail of
arranged things this way. God's truth to a lost world. the process.

By the end of the first day we Knowing that we are vessels is a  Whilst we felt disappointed about
realised the importance of being reabasic truth, but Hebrews 6:1 tells us:our absent friends (soul), this was in
and honest with each other and deal“Let us stop going over the basics offact God’s perfect circumstance for us
ing with the core spiritual issues in Christianity again and again. Let us goto move on to maturity (Spirit), “to
our lives. We had been avoiding theon instead and become mature in oupresent everyone perfect in Christ”
real issues, but a call from ourunderstanding. Surely we don’t need(Col 1:28).
friends in Ireland set us back on theto start all over again with the impor-
right track. tance of turning away from evil deedsJoanna is a part-time student and

The key theme that emerged wasand placing our faith in God.” One of works at Barclays Bank in Leicester,
the basic biblical fact that we are ves-our members was not putting her faithEngland.
sels expressing either Christ or Satann God regarding a major life change.

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.

—Romans 12.1

No single person can receive the Holy Spirit
until he has made a full and complete surrender.
He is a person, and when he comes in, he brings
in all that is of God, and from that time it is in
God you live and not to any selfish motives. |
never once sought a blessing after he came in; |
had the blesser himself. It may take you some
time to get used to this new realm but do not try
to do anything of yourself. When he wants to do
something through you, he will make it plain. You

need to realise your position in him: “Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). Live
with him, come to know him and allow him to
speak to you. When you have the Holy Spirit, you
do not need to make a show. He will reveal him-
self without your effort. It is a new realm alto-
gether, a realm in which you are “transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God” (Romans 12.2). This life in the Holy
Spirit is as simple as it is great.

—from The Intercession of Rees Howells
by Doris Ruscoe
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A Movie Classic

by Fowler Cooper

Movies play a significant role in our it. The man on trial was a young immi- Because of one man’s right and just
culture today. They are a large part of thegrant with a weak lawyer, so several ofactions, another life was saved.
entertainment industry, and movies pro-the jurors jumped to conclusions and just It is crucial that we obey God's word
vide millions of Americans with amuse- assumed that the man was guilty. Theiand live according to the way that he
ment in their leisure time. Many peopleideas were rooted in racism and bigotrymeans for us to live. We have to be strong
do not realize, though, that the moviesThe Bible speaks very strongly againstin our faith and stand up for what we
that we watch play a crucial role in ourracism. God teaches us to love one anotfbelieve in and not back down at any cost,
maturing and developing lives. When weer and treat each other with the sameéo matter what the temptation may be. |
see inappropriate things in movies, werespect with which we would want to bereally enjoyed seeing these biblical truths
expose ourselves to images, languagdreated with. God also says that we are aths part of the plot of the movevelve
and ideas that can be emotionallycontainers built to house Jesus Christ andngry Men | think you would really
unhealthy and spiritually harmful. Yet, each of us is the same in God’s eyes. It ienjoy watching it if you have never seen it.

many movies can also reveal certain ideaa sin to judge anybody, whether it is by
that are valuable.

Recently | had the pleasure of view-by the spirit that someone contains.
ing a great movie by the nameTafelve

Angry Men This is a classic, black and just plain lazy. One man had a basebaland Fowler Cooper.

white film made in the mid 1950’s. | was game that he didn't want to miss, so his
very entertained by this film and especial-main concern was getting out of that roon
ly by the great cast including Henry as quickly as possible. Others were both
Fonda, Ed Bagley, E.G. Marshall, Jackered by the heat, so they tried to end delit
Warden, and Jack Klugman, to name arations as soon as they could by sayin
few. The movie takes place in a jury roomthat the young man was guilty. Laziness i
after the murder trial of a young man. Innot something that the Lord takes lightly,
this room, twelve men are broughtand he tells us this in the Bible. Laziness i
together to discuss the fate of this one sin and can lead to horrible conse
man’s life. Every juror states that the con-quences if not taken care of. The book o
victed man is guilty except one, played byProverbs talks often of the consequence
Henry Fonda, who stands up for what hehat come upon the lazy man.
believes in and eventually changes the Also, the movie teaches us to stick uf
course of the young man'’s life. for what we believe. We as Christians
Twelve Angry Mems an excellent have to be strong in our faith to live the
film because even though it is very enterway God wants us to live. One man stucl
taining, it also provides us with someup for what he believed in and totally
great examples to live by in our lives. Thechanged the course of another man’s life
movie expresses and demonstrates sevdf-he had judged the young man, beer
al morals and values that God reveals tdazy, or just sat back and not said what h
us in the Bible. First, this movie teachesbelieved, the young man would have beel
us not to judge something by the look ofkilled for a crime that he did not commit.

The Only Way

Human reason is the vehicle,
albeit the highest, of human
self-sufficiency; and blinded self
never can and never will see
God by its own resources. God’s
truth can only come by God’s
revelation, not of this world, and
is only available to faith; and
faith means nothing less than
the bowing down and falling
prone of proud reason, and the
committal of ourselves with all
the passion of our being to
Someone and Something He did
for us which we can never and
shall never prove, but do believe.

looks, race, age, or anything else excepFowler is a graduate of Watauga High
School in Boone, NC. He works at Back
Next, several of the jurors were alsoYard Burgers and his parents are Sanda
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Garbage in...

by Scott Prewitt

A few weeks ago | watched an
interview that serial killer Ted Bundy
granted to Dr. James Dobson of Focus
on the Family. Mr. Bundy happened to
be on death row in Florida at the time
of the interview and was scheduled to
die there a short time later. Ted had one
thing on his mind and wanted to let the
public in on his secret. Unfortunately,
Mr.Bundy became addicted to pornog-
raphy at a young age, and his obsession
with it led him to a life of crime and bru-
tal murder by the age of twenty-seven.
He was only forty-three years old when
the state of Florida put him to death for
his crimes. Ted Bundy certainly looked
and sounded normal. He could have
passed for the bank officer or the gro-
cery store manager down the street. By
the looks of him, you would never sus-
pect that he had confessed to the
killing of twenty-eight people.

Mr. Bundy selected Dr. Dobson to
conduct his final interview before his
execution because he felt that no one
in the press would do justice to what he
needed to talk about. Ted’s desire was
to warn anyone who would listen to the
dangers of pornography. He spoke of
how he became hooked at a young age
by exposing himself to explicit material,
and from that point, he led a life out-of-
control. His obsession was fairly tame
and soft-core, but it engulfed him over
time and became stronger and

stronger. Soon, he was insatiable, and
he needed more and more pornogra-
phy and more hard-core material. When
that no longer satisfied him, he turned
to more deviant behavior, and soon he
became a rapist and a murderer. What
started as a choice to expose himself to
some seemingly insignificant pornog-
raphy ended when he was executed by
the state of Florida.

God warns us in the Bible that we
must guard our hearts and minds, for
Evil seeks to destroy us in our body and
soul.Evil certainly destroyed Ted Bundy,
and Satan seeks to destroy both believ-
ers and non-believers alike. Mr.Bundy is
an extreme example of how far down
Satan can take a person, but | believe
that this same Evil destroys us even if
not to the same degree that it
destroyed Ted Bundy.

| believe in a very simple principle:
GARBAGE IN = GARBAGE OUT. Anyone
who has ever written any kind of com-
puter program or set of macroinstruc-
tions knows this very well. If you give
your computer a bad set of instructions
(garbage in),itis going to produce a bad
outcome (garbage out). The same goes
for just about any aspect in life today. In
the kitchen a bad recipe with low-quali-
ty ingredients is going to produce a bad
meal. In school, a student who does not
pay attention in class and who does not
study will do poorly on the big test.

Spiritually, God holds us account-
able to the “garbage in = garbage out”
principle. The Bible instructs us to keep
our hearts and minds clean and clear of
garbage so that we will not produce
garbage (sinful thoughts and deeds). |
have learned, sometimes the hard way,
that sin does not occur in a vacuum.
Sinful thoughts and deeds are most
often the result of a small, seemingly
insignificant choice that goes against
God's will. This choice to go against God
is always rooted in the desire to be self-
for-self (Satan) rather than self-for-oth-
ers (Jesus Christ). The problem lies in
the fact that once Satan gains control of
the believer, he remains in control and
progressively uses the believer as a sin-
ful weapon against righteousness. With
Satan in control now, the believer can-
not stop Satan from taking him or her
down a long, painful, and destructive
path of sin and wickedness. Have you
ever said to yourself,“l cannot believe |
did that. | would never have believed
that | would stoop so low”?  know | have.

This happens because there is no
“just I” that makes the first seemingly
insignificant sinful choice; nor is there a
“just I to stoop to the lowest point of a
series of sinful choices. The Bible says
that we are used as either weapons of
righteousness or weapons of wrath.
Once we make the first choice to
choose self-for-self, we become that
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weapon of wrath. Here is the rub,
though. We STAY that weapon of wrath
until we free ourselves from Satan’s
grasp.This freedom comes through the
conviction of sin and repentance from
it. This is what allows Christ back in con-
trol of our life and our deeds become
pure again. So, “garbage in = garbage
out” defines our lives when Satan is in
control. When Satan is in control of the
believer, no matter how kind or nice or
helpful or generous or loving their
actions appear to be, the Bible calls it
evil and wrathful and destructive
(garbage out).

The “garbage in = garbage out”
principle must also be boiled down to
our own lives and our own minds and
our own minutes and seconds of every
day. A sinful deed does not manifest
itself in a vacuum. It is the result of a
heart-choice to go against God.
However, even this heart-choice does
not spring up out of nowhere either. |
believe that such a choice is greatly
affected by what a person lets into her
or his mind in the course of living a nor-
mal day. For example, | believe that a
person who decides to tell a“little white
lie”will tell another if she or he does not
clean it up with God and her or his fel-
low man.Soon, the lying becomes more
involved, more deceitful, more selfish,
and more destructive.Eventually, such a
person is known as untrustworthy,
unreliable, and undesirable. Soon, the

Garbage Out

person loses the confidence of friends
and family, and the cycle can get worse
and worse. Satan destroys by taking a
small white lie, gaining control through
the choice, and slowly but surely taking
the believer down.

When I was in high school, | was the
classic underachiever in the classroom.
God gave me a good brain and the abil-
ity to use it in an academic setting.
However, | frequently chose to goof-off,
neglect my homework, and arrive for
school ill prepared. | did not have bad
study habits; | had the bad habit of not
studying. However, to call this a bad
habit really does not call it what it really
was. It was sin on my part! | wasted the
talent and ability God gave me, and |
was a terrible steward of his heavenly
riches bestowed on me. Yet the same
“garbage in = garbage out” principle
applies again.

The garbage | let in were small
choices early on in junior high school to
miss small assignments and not study
for tests as much as | should have. Later
on in high school, | completely missed
big assignments and hardly studied for
major tests. My garbage in produced
garbage out report cards with bad
grades. Satan took me over on this,and
he controlled me to the point that |
began lying about my schoolwork to
my parents and teachers. | even
dropped so low to the point that |
began weaving tales of a learning dis-

ability to lessen the blow of a terrible
report card. | told this saga to a couple
of adults | worked for after school and
actually talked them into calling my
parents to break the news to them.
Needless to say, my parents knew better.
As | look back now on this episode, it is so
ridiculous to me. And that is how | know
that Satan took me over on this when |
chose to neglect small parts of my
schoolwork.The problem got bigger and
bigger as he took me further and further
away from what God meant for me to be
at school. Thankfully, | then chose to use
my ability and become the student God
wanted me to be, and I did well in col-
lege. God restored me to what | should
have been all along, but | do look back
and think of the wasted time and ability.
We are constantly bombarded by
stimulus all around us each and every
day. The decisions we make regarding
where we go, who we go with, what we
watch and listen to, etc. affect us in so
many ways. In the next issue, | will dis-
cuss what the Bible says about the
influences in our lives as well as ways
we can protect our minds and hearts
from Satanic influences. Until then,
don't forget to leave the garbage out!

Scott is the youth director of Zerubbabel
Ministries. He lives in Boone, North
Carolina and is an owner/manager of
Back Yard Burgers in Boone, Hickory,
and Lenoir, NC.
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God’s Sovereignty in

Success and In Failure
An Interview with Dr. Thomas Prewitt

by Elliot Coatney

Lessons in faith do not frequently come
as epiphanies. They must often be
learned in the school of faith—over the
course of years, through trials, failure,
and suffering. In this way, God perfectly
orchestrates opportunities for each of
us to understand the lie of independ-
ence and to know Christ as the one liv-
ing out his life; through His vessels and
in the very circumstances He has
arranged. Dr. Prewitt’s experiences as
he went through his medical training
and established his career provide a
candid look at how this has happened
with one man. While Tommy’s experi-
ences are unique, all of our readers will
certainly be able to identify in some way,
as God has trials for all of us. And as
Tommy suggests, we must all either
choose to see
God’s sovereignty in
these trials and
grow in faith, or suc-
cumb to Satan’s
temptations and
wither in resentment
and bitterness.

1]

/" ™
When did you start to think you

would like to be a surgeon?
It's silly, but | used to watch M*A*S*H

and | thought Hawkeye Pierce was aCan you describe your first years in
great guy. And my family was very medical school?

who had an interesting dynamic life. Itto be broken. And I just hated medical
was just interesting that he had all thesschool in general. | had a hard time
facets to his life, and | thought I'd like concentrating. It wasn't fun, and it was
to do what he does. So when | went tanuch more demanding than college. |
medical school, | didn't really go to be really wasn't dedicated or interested in
a doctor—I went to be a surgeon. it. When | didn’t perform well, | often
blamed the system for the way they
In college, did you anticipate how asked questions or the way they lec-
difficult medical training would be?  tured. | didn't take a lot of responsibili-
| don’t think so. | always thought that if ty for myself then.
| just applied myself it would be easy. |
probably had a view that there wasWhat was the fallout of that?
something kind of exciting, and roman-| ended up having to take a year of
tic, and inspiring about being in med- medical school over. My grades were

ical school. fractionally below what the school
thought was acceptable for me to move
Was there? on, and they thought that | needed to do

Not really. It got to be more like that as amy first year over. It was a drag
student doing clinical work, but before (Laugh).

that it was just class and labs eight hours

a day. Then you go home and study alDuring that time, did you ever con-
night, come back the next morning andsider quitting med school and doing
take tests. There is very little about thasomething else?

routine that is fun and exciting. And | didn’t think | was going to quit. |
then, I just didn’t have my priorities thought | might take a year out and kind
right during that time. If my life were of recover from it—that kind of
straight at the time, | wouldn't have hadmalarkey. My dad said that it was a very
near the problems | did. serious thing for somebody to start talk-
ing about giving up a career. | think my
parents knew | would never have gone
back. | think | realized also that it wasn't

close with John Bunting, a surgeon inl was very depressed for the most partgoing to be easy to go back at any time.
Louisville, Kentucky. He was an inter- | had been in a bad relationship withl just had to do the hard thing, bite the
esting, dynamic, charismatic fellow somebody that was broken—it neededullet and go forward.
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So what was next? would work in the operating room and was very happy to end up there.
| went back to school. It was a struggle helping them harvest the vein or holdOne result of staying there was that |
| had seen the coursework already, but the heart for cardiac surgery. | alsomarried Cissy. God obviously put me
still wasn’t motivated to get up and golearned to sew. I'd stay late on Fridayin Jackson.
to class and study. And it was embarnights to do cases. Those guys treated
rassing to go back and be behind thene like | was a resident—they would Your training in Jackson was ulti-
people | had been in class with. ask me tough questions and throw menately interrupted with a pretty
out of the operating room if | didn’t high honor. How did that come

What lessons did you learn during know something. So, God rewarded meabout?
that time? with this job opportunity, though | didn’t In Jackson, my chief resident Bobby
| forget this a lot still, but | think with deserve it. Robbins had done a fellowship in car-
baby steps, | learned that | don't have Instead of starting my third year of diac surgery at the National Heart,
to do things on my own—I credit my medical school behind like | had beenLung and Blood Institute of the
mother with teaching me this. Jesusand with a really negative view of National Institute of Health. Robins
Christ could do things through me myself and of the situation, | started outwas dynamic and sharp—head and
instead of me trying to do it on my own with a tremendous advantage. The thirghoulders above the other chiefs. | real-
sheer will. 1 could literally decide that year of training was a shock to lot ofly wanted to do what Robbins had done
He can get up out of bed and go to classther guys. But | had kind of beenand go to the NIH for surgery. | talked
and get up and study—all these things through it in the summer. | had learnecto my administrator Dr. Hardy. He
hated and didn’t want to do. It was some tough lessons and was preparedkhew everybody, and it just so hap-
clearly His faith that did it. It wasn’'t had studied hard. | had been aroungbened that there was an opportunity at
like I had some epiphany where every-patients; | knew how doctors talked; Ithe surgery branch of The National
thing suddenly became easy. Chrisgot along well with the residents. | Cancer Institute at the NIH. It was sort
actually did it through me, and He isrespected the staff, and | was used tof a huge joke for me because there
actually the One who believed it. | justthe pressure of them wearing you outwere some three hundred residents—
decided that I'm going to say this is After all my problems with the class really smart guys from NYU, Harvard,
true. | got through the year ok, but it's work, | really excelled with the clinical Duke and similar schools—applying
not like | came back and, all of the sud-part. | did extraordinarily well in sur- for eight positions. But ultimately Dr.
den, became a straight A student. gery. | was a great student there andHardy helped me, and | earned a posi-

Then, | think God honored my ended up with the third highest grade intion. It was a great honor to go to the
mother’s dedication to getting methe class in surgery. So that reallyNIH. It was a great, dynamic time.
through it, and to some extent, the babychanged my life as far as my medical

steps of faith | was taking, because Icareer was concerned. Once at the NIH, was it strange to
really got a break at the end of my sec- think back on your first years in

ond year of medical school before clin-So, you earned your medical degree  medical school?

ical interns. A family friend in Jackson, and then began your residency in Having to repeat that year of medical
who was an E.N.T. surgeon, kind ofsurgery. school has been a real blessing.

took me under his wing and helped meYes. When | was a third year and fourthComing from an experience like that,
get a position as a student with a bigyear medical student, the residents andomeone can either resent it or see that
cardiovascular surgery group in town. staff really wanted me to stay inthere is a perfect reason for it. Even
Here | was a student who hadJackson. | had strong letters of recomthought there was lot of sin in my life
struggled through my first two years of mendation, and | considered doing mythat accounted for it, there was a per-
school, and | had this fantastic job thatresidency at Vanderbilt, Tulane, or fect reason for it—God ultimately has
many | was in school with would have Jackson—all of which had good repu-used it to His benefit. | know where
died to have. | was just flabbergasted. tations. | ultimately stayed in Jacksonl've come from. | know I'm blessed to
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be where | am; I'm blessed to havel loved Lenoir, and | was blessed to berealized it had | not come up here. The
made it through. I'm blessed that peo-there. Lenoir was a great place. Thecommunity and the referring physicians
ple will come see me as a doctor, ancpeople were very sweet and supportiveat the hospital have been extremely sup-
I'm blessed that physicians will send of me. There were problems with the portive. I've ended up with a practice
patients to me. | think a lot of people dopractice though. | wasn't busy. But ulti- where, for example, | have sixteen
not have the same opportunity | had tomately it got me close to Boone. It alsomajor cases scheduled this week. On
not take themselves so seriously. lenabled me to become established andverage, a good busy practice might do
think a lot of people are victims of their confident enough that God was able toeight cases in a week. So I've just been
own success. They really think thatchange my wants. | had not reallyoverwhelmed with the number of
they are responsible for where they arewanted to come up to Boone to join apatients. As far as clinical outcomes,
A lot of people think that they’re supe- practice, and | certainly didn’t want to my patients have done well. | have a
rior to others because they've done allgo into practice for myself. But great office staff, a well-run business,
these great things. | know | haven’'tbecause of certain events and circumand a great area to practice in. It has
done great things. It's easier for me tostances, it became feasible and what exceeded my wildest expectations.

get past that. Bottom line, | know wanted to do—move to Boone and set

where | am is a blessing. up my own practice, with virtually no In what ways do you see your work
visible support from the hospital or as a part of your ministry?

After completing your training in other physicians. | think my work is a part of my calling

Jackson, what were your plans for | was coming to a small town that just the same way anybody else’s is. |

the future? already had four or five surgeons with don't look at medicine as some roman-

| considered academia, but ultimately Itwo or three more on the way. Of tic awe-inspiring thing. | don't look at
wanted to have a busy surgical career. potential doctors who might refer it as all these people I'm “helping.”
wanted to be a prominent, successfupatients to me, | had talked to one onThis is what God has picked for me to
surgeon, have a lot of patients, etc. Atthe phone for thirty minutes. One otherdo, and I'm not different than anybody
that time, my family and others in my doctor happened to know my family— else. If this is what God wants me to
fellowship had moved to Boone. | wasn't that was it. It was a very odd thing, anddo, then He’s using it for His purposes.
necessarily thinking about Boone, andl don't think | would have predicted it If Jesus Christ is living your life out
then my sister said to me on the telewhile at the NIH. It's not what most and He happens to be delivering news-
phone, “Are you going to be a surgeonwould consider the path of least resist-papers for a living, or if he happens to

or a missionary?” There was a job offerance to a successful career be operating on sixteen people in a
in Lenoir, thirty miles from Boone, and week, it doesn’t matter. His ends are
| took it. On the surface, it appeared like the  being served, and His purposes are
odds were stacked against you. being fulfilled, and that’s just the facts.
Meaning your answer was... Yes, the odds were very much stackedlhings have gone great for me. I've

I'm going live a different life than 1 had against me by appearances. | thoughbeen blessed beyond my wildest imagi-
said. | had some fantastic career opporFd come up to Boone and just be satis-nation, but it could turn on a dime. |
tunities that would have been morefied to make enough money to supportcould be doing something entirely dif-

lucrative, that would have been easiermy family and live here. ferent a year from now that | would
But | decided that what God wants me never have predicted, and | would have
to do, that's what | will do—it will be a Have you had any confirmation to say the same thing—God’s using it
“missionary” life. since that time that maybe God had  for His purposes. It seems easier to say
a little more in store than you? when you've been successful, but if
So, as far as the surgery position (Laugh). Well, it turns out that there God had me doing something else, I'd

was concerned, Lenoir was not some was more opportunity here than | would be just as much a part of His ministry to
fantastic opportunity. Is that right? ever have imagined. | would not haveHis world and His people.
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That being said, what | have foundusing it for His good in some way—not trite. Having been through much more
specifically about the work |1 do—the my good, but His. difficult things, it's embarrassing think-
practice of medicine—is that people ing about it all now.
are not particularly interested in howNorman Grubb talked about finding
technically well you can do an opera-“adventure in adversity.” You seem It's certainly a different perspective

tion. They're just interested in how youto find a particular adventure in with Christ seeing in a situation
treat them. If you treat people well, adversity that often has great humor rather than Satan.
care about them, let them know youassociated with it. How is that? That's exactly right. Satan wants to see

care about them; this is much more of &Vith my believing right about a situa- circumstances through you as dismal

ministry than any particular skill. And tion, | guess that’s just how Jesusand hopeless and to put you in the pit of

anybody can accomplish this any-Christ wants to be through me whendespair—that accomplishes his ends.

where. Some of the best things | do fothings are tough. When my believingSatan certainly does not want us to live

people are some of the most minorjsn't right, then as much as anybodyfrom faith. When Christ is doing the

most trivial things—the mundane, I'm a whining brat, unhappy, feeling seeing, things just take on a different

unsavory things that aren't glamoroussorry for myself. When you believe andlight. If God wanted things to be differ-

or exciting. When someone operates oknow that God’s in control of your cir- ent, they would be different. Turning

breast cancer, people generally see thsumstances—that they’re His perfectthat over makes it a lot easier.

sort of thing as “saving lives.” | really place, and it's exactly what's supposed

do not see myself as saving lives. Ito be happening—then the pressure i$hanks Tommy.

sounds exciting, and that’s all well andoff and the worry is off. I've been

good, but to me, there are much morélessed to see a lot of adverse circum

minor things that are just tremendousstances turn out, and that's one benef

personal blessings. So whatever somesf living through adversity. People that

body’s doing in life, | see it as God’s have never looked at their circum- a SS t

mission for them. You don't have to bestances and said, “Well, this is God’s

doing something that looks good. perfect place for me, and He’s ultimate- 7 7
n ® o

—

ly in control,” they never see the glory
Through the ups and downs, and the of faithing through. They also don’t
challenges you face day to day, what have the track record to get through
sustains you? harder things.
| used to complain and whine alotwhen  The ability to see God in difficult
| didn't like my circumstances. I've had circumstances doesn’t come instantg
to be beaten over the head about that fareously. You have to take the steps that
years and years, but | can say now thatou can take. When things are difficult,
the bottom line is that the circumstancegou have to say God is in control and | would like to share The
| have are God's perfect place for me—His will be done. It can be hard to say.
whether I'm believing it or not. When | but then—only then when you say tha
have a lot to do—when | have a lot ofand really believe it—do you see the | Up your copy? If there is
patients, a lot of family responsibilities, positive fruits. Then that experiencel | any reason you could use
etc.—it feels overwhelming. But ulti- gives you a foundation that allows you
mately, it's God's perfect place for me.to deal with more difficult things. Your
It's a blessing. That's what | have saidjnitial reaction doesn’t necessarily| | us know and we will be
bottom line. Even if my circumstanceschange, but your bottom line belief
are the result of some sin choice I'veabout it does. | used to get so hung u
made, | still have to say that God ison things that in retrospect were sd

Do you have a friend or
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Great IS His
Faithfulness

Following is an email written earlier this year

by Kim Rogers of Leicester, England, to several
friends in the Zerubbabel family. Kim has gra-
ciously allowed us to share her letter with the
entire  Intercessor readership.

To: friends@intercessor-magazine.org
Subject: Great in His Faithfulness

Dear All,

| am writing to share the news of what has been
a most incredible week with God.

It started last Sunday night when | got home to

an answerphone message from my Dad, who is in
Spain with my mother, saying that my Grandpa was
dying. He gave details of the Christian nursing
home where | could go and see him for “one last
time” if | wanted to.

| knew that my Grandpa was not saved and that |
needed to go and see him about his salvation.
When | told my mother about going for this rea-
son, she said “Well, don't be too disappointed.”
She was totally focused on the outer circum-
stances—he has had Alzheimer’s disease for years
and was very sick.

Despite my mother’s discouraging words, |
decided to visit my Grandpa anyway. Upon arriv-
ing, the nurse at the home sat me down and pre-
pared me for the physical condition of my
Grandpa before | saw him. He was a dying man.
He had his eyes closed. He was not talking and
was very weak looking. He was also very rest-
less, moving from side to side and shifting
around in his bed. However, the nurse told me
to hold his hand and speak to him because he
could still hear me.

| read to him from a booklet all about salvation

called Why Jesus . The booklet included a prayer
you could repeat to ask for forgiveness and to

ask Jesus into your heart. | went again the next

night and read to him from the Bible and kept

saying that he could find peace with Jesus if he

accepted Christ as His saviour. This time, he
had one eye open and was more restful.

| was believing for his salvation. Then my

friend Irene told me that, with her father, she

had asked God to see the evidence that he was
saved. | felt scared about asking God for this.

| thought about it and didn’t know what to do,

but I did know that what | wanted, | could trust
as being Christ’s desire. Then God had me find
this verse: “Until now you have asked nothing in
My name. Ask, and receive, that your joy may be
full” (John 16:24).

Hallelujah! | realised I could, without being

afraid, trust God that Grandpa would be saved
and ask Him for a sign that Grandpa had accepted
Christ. So straight away, | called my roommate

Jo at home to tell her that | was asking to see

the evidence of Grandpa’s salvation in the name
of Jesus Christ.

Later during the week | met up with my boss for
my appraisal. She is a Christian, and | told

her that my Grandpa was dying and that | was
going to see him and continue to witness to
him. She immediately let me go to be with him
and said that | didn't have to come to work the
next day either. So | left to go back to the
nursing home, and in the car, | put on my tape
of the Bible. When | heard this verse, my mouth
dropped open:

“In an acceptable time | have heard you, and in

the day of salvation | have helped you. Behold,

now is the accepted time; behold, NOW IS THE DAY
OF SALVATION" (2 Corinthians 6:2).

So, | went in feeling very excited about what

God was going to do that day. My Aunt and Uncle,
also born-again Christians, were there with
Grandpa already. They too were believing that he
would be saved. We were together all day talking
and praying with Grandpa about him going to be
with Jesus.

| told my Aunt about asking God to see a sign



that Grandpa accepted Christ. She said that the
sign they had seen was that a few times when
they had been praying with my Grandpa, he had
had tears in his eyes. This seemed very signifi-
cant to me. As my Aunt spoke about this, my
Grandpa started to get agitated. He started to
breathe more quickly and moved as though he was
trying to say something or get our attention. My
Aunt asked him if she should read the blessing
to him, which she did. She read a blessing from
the book of Numbers:

“The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord make His face shine upon you,
and be gracious to you;

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you,
and give you peace”

(Numbers 6:24-26).

When she got to the end, Grandpa settled down
again and was peaceful. We both stood there for
a moment, not saying anything. Could this be the
sign | was looking for? | believe it was. |

realise it was not a huge, physical, concrete
sign, but | believe God honoured my word of
faith that Grandpa would be saved. Although
Grandpa gave no indication of accepting Christ,

I believe | will once again be reunited with him

in heaven. But | won’t know with absolute cer-
tainty until | get there.

The next day | got a call about 9:30 a.m. to say

that Grandpa had died. | am grateful that God

had made sure | was there the previous day. My

joy truly was full, now having real hope that
Grandpa was with Jesus in heaven that day—some-
thing that only a few days earlier | would never

have thought possible.

During this time, my other Grandad (on my
father’s side) had been coming into my mind. He
is 91 years old and, throughout his life, had

also rejected the truth about salvation through
Christ's death and resurrection. | planned to go
and see him. Before going, | talked to Jo about
his being saved. We decided to say a word of
faith that he would be saved that day!

On the way to see Grandad, | wondered about lis-
tening to my Bible tape again and laughed to
myself at the thought of what | might hear. So,

| put it on, and the first words were:

“The weapons we fight with are not the weapons
of the world. On the contrary, they have divine
power to demolish strong-holds. We demolish argu-
ments and every pretension that sets itself up
against the knowledge of God” (2 Cor. 10:4-5).
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To actually find my Grandad, | had to go on a
search of his regular haunts. First of all |

tried the pub where he spends most of his time.
Knowing the purpose of my mission, it felt
strange going into this smoke-filled atmosphere,
with regular drinkers staring at me. The barman
told me that | could find him at the “bookies”

(a betting shop) across the road. Sure enough,
there he was, but it took some convincing to
drag him away from the horses, to his house.

During the conversation, my Grandad resisted
and argued. He said that he had always been
religious and had gone to Sunday school when he
was young. | kept thinking back to that scrip-
ture from Il Corinthians. | explained that

being religious and going to Sunday school are
not the same as accepting Jesus into your

heart. Because of his pride, he didn't like the
thought of asking for forgiveness. However,
Christ through me persisted and defeated this
satanic stronghold, and my Grandad asked what
he should do to be saved. | gave him the book-
let I had taken with me, and He read the sin-
ner’s prayer. After we had talked about it

more, he was asking how he could get hold of
Jesus to talk to him! He said that | had

“signed him up” and that he was “one of the

clan now.” He knew he had made a commitment.

I am now planning to go and visit him regularly
and get scripture to him—starting with the Jesus
video (as he doesn't like reading, but has a
healthy video collection). | feel excited at the
prospect of developing our relationship on a new
level, with Christ being the focus.

| am also excited about the impact the events of
this week will have on my family. | have already
told my Dad all about what happened with his Dad
in the hope that it will make him think about
where he himself is with Jesus Christ. | have

also had a long phone call with my sister, which
was started off by the salvation of my first
Grandpa! | know God is going to turn her around
out of the sin life she has chosen.

So, just wanted to share God's Glory in all of
this with y’all !l!

Love,
Kim

Kim lives in Leicester, England and works as a
pharmaceutical sales representative. She is a
Zerubbabel Youth Contact and actively involved
with  Z-News, Zerubbabel's youth magazine.
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Commit Your Way to the Lord

by Colette Varanouskas

As | struggled with how to begin prospect of having any. So much of mycerned! Moreover, he also was the
writing my testimony, | realized that if | understanding of being a person of Gogroduct of an alcoholic family, and was
were sitting across the kitchen tablehad nothing to do with a personal rela-a very angry person, locked up in a
from you, sipping tea and eating short-tionship with the Savior—it was about world of pain and self-consciousness.
bread cookies, | would have no troublestaying out of trouble, and following Our relationship was fraught with

at all. So | decided to put my imagina-the rules. immoral behavior, frustration, promis-
tion to use and pretend just that. So, | became a Christian in my first es to God to “do better,” failure,
how about a cup of Earl Grey? year of college. | had been pressuredlespair—et cetera. | broke it off many

For starters, let me sum up myfor nearly a year by my older sister totimes, only to find myself unwilling to
childhood very briefly. | was a really consider accepting Christ as my perinmaintain a boundary. | felt unable to
strange kid! | was partly the product ofsonal savior. What she was telling mestay apart from him for any length of
strange genes, partly a strange upbringaas foreign to me—atfter all, | already time; then, we got married when | was
ing in an alcoholic family, and of believed in Jesus, what more was ther@3. In a year and a half, we were two of
course put that together with the mis-to do? She was like a dog with a bonethe most miserable people you ever
use by Satan, and what do you get? Aand | finally agreed to accompany hercame across—both of us “trapped” in a
recipe for S-T-R-A-N-G-E. In short, | to an Intervarsity Christian Fellowship marriage that was far from what | knew
was extremely shy and awkward, selfmeeting at the college. Once there, itGod intended marriage to be. | knew
absorbed and introspective—a real joywas apparent that the joke was on mehat | was to blame for much of my
to be around! | would make people feeland | was drawn to the Life that othersown pain—so | did just that—blamed
extra comfortable as | stared at them irthere were experiencing in a way that Imyself. But | also bitterly blamed my
silence with huge fear-stricken eyes.had not. | decided to give “it” a try, and husband, and was eaten up with resent-
Unpopular in school (I never put forth thus began a journey that has changeohent and self-pity. | didn’t know what
one ounce of effort to be anything butymy life. to do, and was very well aware that
and uninvolved in anything extracurric- ~ When 1 first became a Christian, | “my” faith in God and the doctrines |
ular if I had my way, | was nonethelessexperienced a joy in my life that | had believed were not cutting the mustard. |
not miserable enough to pursue anynever had—I suppose it was a honeyknew that the problem was really
thing different for my life for a very moon of sorts. It was during this time inside of me, and it was not God's fault.
long time. Strange and self-centered athat | discovered the Bible and wanted It was at this time that | got to
| was, for as long as | can remember, hothing more than to talk about myknow Sanda Cooper. | had attended a
had a knowledge and fear of God—Inew-found relationship with Christ. | few conferences where our local New
knew that He was the boss, and that attended a charismatic church and wa¥ork fellowship had gotten together
wasn’t. | had grown up in a church- full of hope for my life. That lasted with the Zerubbabel fellowship. | had
going family, so | was well acquainted about a year and a half. Then, bad (sinbeen introduced to the message of “no
with the stories about Jesus. | was veryul) choices and inadequate spiritualindependent self” and believed it intel-
serious about my “religion” growing guidance led me down a very difficult lectually, but found my experience did
up, and was always very concernedand painful road. When | was 18, | metnot match up with it. Sanda caught me
about whether God was happy witha boy that | dated on and off for a veryin a very desperate moment, and | am
me. | understood that sin had consetumultuous 5 years. | must say, | metnot sure what she said, or how, but the
quences, and was not thrilled at themy match where strange was con-Spirit of God touched me and began to
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soothe my troubled heart so that | could_ord of his life, thereby giving Satan not do (go through the pain of self-
begin to absorb, not just intellectually, free reign to do his deeds through him.exposure), and make me willing, then
but deep within, the truths that had In the following months, which OK. That sleepless night, God present-
already transformed others’ lives whoturned into years, the truths that | haded me to myself in living color, and |
had embraced it before me. been continuing to hear and embracesaw how utterly sinful, prideful and
My life did not change overnight. became life changing—moving from self-righteous | was, and how |
For another six years, | lived mostly in academic exercise to the very thing thatleserved the punishment that Jesus
fear and cowardice in my home (a veryl depended on to get me through mytook for me. | soberly took stock of my
striking Christian witness!) | desperate-days. | learned so much from my fel-life and depended on Christ moment by
ly wanted peace—uwithin myself, and lowship family. They taught me how to moment to live a different sort of life
in my marriage. My mistake and sinraise my child as they continued tothrough me—His life. My righteous-
was to pursue a false outer peace in theaise me. They taught me thatness—filthy rags. His righteousness—
relationship—one that Satan offeredChrist/Colette is not a wimp, but hasclear, clean and sharp. | consider this
and | was happy to accept—at thebeen given a Spirit of power and ofthe point at which my life really began

expense of the true peace that God prdeve and of a sound mind. to change.

vides when we follow Him without Even with all of this, there was still Since then, | have had a major
compromise. The joke was that Isomething very critical left to see. career change, from nursing to interior
thought that since we were not yelling design, a switch that was encouraged

at each other we were at peace. In rea
ity, there was a silent war raging twenty
four hours a day. | was full of fear and

and made possible by my Zerubbabel
family, and which required every ounce
of faith to overcome the fear and inade-

When | chose out of
unbelief, | began to love

compromise. life, as | trUSted_ God at quacy | felt. There were many times
When my son was born in 1995, the turns and twists down that | needed the help, encouragement,
things deteriorated further. My hus- this new road. | found and reproach of my friends—times

band informed me that he was, in myself doing things that when | chose fear instead of faith,
essence, over and out, not part of th thereby inviting Satan into my life to
: amazed even me. :

team. He had been following the patfr control me and make me useless in
of least resistance all these years b God’s kingdom. When | chose out of
staying married to me etc., etc. And(Though | knew that | was a sinner, lunbelief, | began to love life, as I trust-
now he was leaving. | found myself never had seen—even with all of myed God at the turns and twists down
powerless to let go—to just be God’ssin choices—to the depths, how rotten this new road. | found myself doing
person, regardless of the response Wvas.) | still unconsciously consideredthings that amazed even me—hunting
gained, and | begged God to do for memyself a responsible, kind and gentledown contractors at their building sites,
what | could not do for myself. person of integrity and uprightness.contacting strangers for business

Shortly thereafter, | was by myself, Who was | kidding? After | publicly opportunities, meeting architects—
with a new infant. My husband wantedripped a dear friend to shreds one nightvhich brings me to the next chapter.
an “amicable” divorce. (He has sincein a cruel and humiliating confronta- | met with an architect about 11/2
married the woman that he insisted hdion, | had a glimpse of the stink thatyears ago at the suggestion of my small
was not involved with at the time he was really living inside of me. | told business counselor. He became a men-
left.) | accepted responsibility for much God that | did not want to go any fur- tor in business, and | respected him for
of what went wrong, and | wished des-ther. | finally knew that | was evil how he treated others and for how he
perately that | could undo my part in it. through and through, my hair follicles conducted himself professionally. It
Much of it was also a result of Satan’sto my heels, but | was terrified to facewas not long before he expressed an
grip on my husband’s life because ofmyself. | also told God, once again,interest in me personally, and as | was
his unwillingness to make Christ thethat if He would do for me what | could loathe to mess up my life which | was
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thoroughly enjoying, | did not exactly am well aware that “my” strangeness,Dad’s salvation was a done deal but
jump at his invitations. | made it quite in right use, is really Christ expressingnow | asked to see the evidence of it
clear to him (I am sure | seemed quitehimself in my unique personality. Somebefore he died. As | shared this with
rude!) that | did not date for dating’s of the quirks and oddities that are parBreda in school next day, she joined
sake, and that if there was going to be af what make me who | am are the verywith me in believing for visible evi-
relationship, it would be with someone things that attract those whom Christ isdence. The day before Dad lost con-
who was headed in the same spirituatirawing to Himself through this vessel. sciousness he was in the kitchen in his
direction as | was. “There, | thought, if | can, because of the experiences thatheelchair and was very distressed. He
that doesn’t scare him off, nothing have shaped me, identify with othersasked me to hold his hand and said,
will.” I was not into inflicting more who need answers just as | did. “I'm dying, I'm dying.” | talked simply
pain on myself, my child and another  So...while | may yet be a little about what Jesus had done to make it
person, and better not to get started attrange, guess what? Here you are, stifpossible for us to go to heaven and
all. Again, the joke was on me! He notsitting across the table from me...andasked if he would trust Jesus to take him
only wasn't scared, he was interested iryou know what they say...it takes one tahere. His reply, “I will, I will,” was the
what made me tick, what | believed, know one! How about another cup? evidence | had asked for. Everything
and asked me to explain it to him. In a was now ready. Dad died two days later
matter of a few weeks, he had invitedColette, an interior designer, lives on 18 November.
Christ into his own life, and in a few with her husband, Paul, and son, But that's not the end of the story!
months was asking me to marry him. ITimothy (5), in Poughquag, New My mother, now living alone after 53
did...or should | say, WE did...my 5 York. She is also a Zerubbabelyears of marriage, was naturally devas-
year old son insists that Paul has marContact. tated. | didn’'t know how much she was
ried both of us! And in a way he has. aware of all that had happened during
God has provided us with a very ten Dad’s last weeks. One day, several
derhearted and kind soul to both be weeks after his death, encouraged by
companion for me, and a Christian Sanda to be bold, I told her why | was
father to my son. His words are con-home at weekends. As Dad’s healthso confident that Dad is now in heaven.
stantly sprinkled with thanks to God deteriorated | witnessed a wonderfull asked her if | could read Billy
for his life in Christ, for his new family, softening in him. Now he welcomed it Graham'sSteps to Peace with Gadth
for the opportunity to live differently. when | suggested reading scripture witther and she agreed. When it came to the
He has been an incredible blessing tdim. Twice | saw him cry after his local prayer at the end Mum wasn'’t ready to
us, and I am so grateful to my minister, a born again Christian, readsay it, but agreed to think about it that
Zerubbabel family for their encourage-and prayed with him. On one of thosenight. Next day we talked on the phone
ment and support to both of us, and th@ccasions the minister prayed a salvaand she said that she had prayed, asking
part they played in getting my life on tion prayer, encouraging Dad to make itGod’s forgiveness for her sins and ask-
track so that | could be ready to be thepersonal for himself. Once | was read-ing Jesus into her life. Thank you God!
kind of wife for Paul that God intends ing John 14 with Dad and verse 3
for him to have. | realize that for now, seemed to light up: “When everything Irene is a teacher in County Kildare,
while Paul is the business mentor, | amis ready, | will come and get you, so thatlreland. She and her husband, Richard,
the spiritual mentor, and nothing hasyou will always be with me where | are Zerubbabel Contacts for Europe
pleased me more than to see him relisam.” | knew for sure that Dad would not and are actively involved with the UK
our conversations, Bible reading times,die a moment before everything wasfellowship.
and fellowship meetings. ready. As | read John 15:7 | was struck

There is hardly a day that goes byby God’s promise, “Ask any request
that | don’t stop and think about how Iyou like, and it will be granted.” |
got here and ponder where | am going. blready knew that my word of faith for

Amazing Grace

continued from page 16
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A Look at a Book

by Janie Prewitt

BOOK REVIEW: a battle call to be true soldiers forall Chocolate Soldiers for fearing man
The Chocolate Soldier Christ. and not God. Chocolate Soldiers, he
Studd hails the heroes of thesays, refuse to judge, rebuke or put

by C.T. Studd Scriptures, saluting their desperateaway evil. The Christian’s battle is
Every true soldier is a hero! ventures for Christ. Noah, Abraham,against the evil one and “Chocolate
Every true Christian is a soldier!  Moses, David, John the Baptist, Paul.Soldiers merely go to see battles and

Join the ranks! Not an ounce of chocolate in any ofcoolly urge others to fight them.”

Enlist! them. The secret of these “real men”?They know nothing of the ammunition

So reads this small but formidable They had but one Director, the infalli- given us by God—the power of the
pamphlet by C.T. Studd from begin-ble One, who requires instant obedi-Holy Spirit being in us “good,
ning to end. It is titled “The Chocolate ence but not the endorsement of angtraight, bold, unconquerable, heroic.”
Soldier,” but has a subtitle: man. You will be truly fortified as you | urge you to read this pamphlet,
“Heriosm—The Lost Chord of read of these heroes who knew Godand its both convicting and inspiring
Christianity.” As Studd fires on, the only, trusted God only, and obeyedmessage. Those of us who will fight
reader quickly begins to see the conGod only. You will be sobered and must fight to set up the throne of
trast in a “Chocolate Soldier” (who encouraged as you read how some doEhrist all over the world. It is not
dissolves in water and melts at thethese heroes joined the ranks okmall things that God despises, but
smell of fire) and a “Hero” (whose Chocolate Soldiers and the secret oChocolates. God has no use for
very breath is battle) and may thenhow they got out again. Chocolates. Are you one?
make a determination in which camp  One by one, Studd picks off the
he lies. “We must divorce ChocolateChocolate Soldiers in the Bible. Janie lives in Boone, North Carolina
and Disobedience and marry Faith andRueben, Meroz, Balaam, Demas andvith her husband, Steven, and their
Heroism,” says Studd, his every wordthe ten spies. Ruthlessly, he rebukeslaughters, Stephanie (6) and Anna (4).

Annual Business Report instruments from common house-aspects of our ministry. As Norman
hold items, and many were able towould say, our need was simply evi-
rollerskate at Skate World. What adence of God’s supply, as people

high school students how God hadlast! spoke up with insight, solutions, and
equipped us—by means of Holy = “Where two or three come offerings of their time and abilities.

Spirit conviction, His Word, the together in my name, there | am

Bible, and a brain to think situationswith them” (Matthew 18:20) was Vicki lives with her son, Bret (10), in
through—to handle every day temp-evident throughout the weekend; noBBoone, North Carolina where she
tation: “No temptation has seizedjust in the rebuking and confessionworks as an Office Assistant.

you except what is common to manof sin—Satan’s artillery against

And God is faithful; he will not let God's holy mission for us (Galatians

you be tempted beyond what you2:20 and Mark 16:15)—but also as

can bear” (1 Cor. 10:13). All of the we came to one mind about ques-

youth enjoyed making musicaltions raised regarding various

continued from page 9
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(Questions!

Answers!

What does Paul mean when
he says in Colossians 3:5, “Mortify,
therefore, your members which are
upon the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affection
evil desire, and covetousness
(which is idolatry)™?

A: Paul makes it clear that we
must mortify—put to death—the
deeds of the flesh. How do we do thig
when we are obviously very much
alive? We do it by faith—faith in the
fact that our old man was put to death
on the cross with Christ: “For we
know that our old man was crucified
with Him so that the body of sin
might be done away with” (Rom.
6:6). In his death our old Satanic life
boss was separated from us and with
the resurrection we were given the
Holy Spirit as our new inner boss.
As | trust Him, who has joined

Himself to me to be my inner spirit
boss, He will work in me both to will
and to do of His good pleasure (Phil
2:13). In other words, He will cause
me to want to do what He wants me
to do, and He will motivate me to do
whatever He pleases for me to do
My members are now used to accom

The Fourth
Dimension

If there is no time with God, and the Bible says
there is not: if past-present-future are a permanent
and present reality to Him: if the many statements
of Scripture on election and predestination, the
many prophecies, the many declarations of coming
events as already in existence, cover the whole of
human history, then it is plain proof, at least to me,
that what is true of large events is equally true of
small. We too with God may “call the things that be
not as though they were,” because they really are.

How do we do this? Well, personally, as this one or
that one, or this or that situation, is on my mind,
and | can regard it as within the compass of the
interests which are my concern, | straightaway take
it for granted that this is a thing already in exis-
tence in the invisible. | affirm it as so, | thank the
Lord; and as the need, still unsupplied in the visi-
ble, keeps returning to my mind, | keep affirming
and praising, and stating the fact when it is the
right occasion to do so. If my concern is for a fel-
low believer, then | keep remembering that, if God
has predestinated all believers to be conformed to
the image of His Son, He will infallibly do what He
says, and by faith | can keep seeing Him in that
one, completing what He has begun.

plish His will, not to do the “deeds of

the flesh.”
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Zerubbabel Contact List

If you are interested in more information about the message presented in The Intercessor or opportunities for fellowship,

United States

Chris and Kathy Anderson
PO Box 2391

Boone, NC 28607
828-265-2438
canderson@boone.net

Jeanette Arlington
PO Box 472
Canton, MA 02021
781-828-7291

Georgia Asbury

250 Saunders Ferry Road
#69

Hendersonville, TN 37075
615-264-3307

Virginia Brown

PO Box 2661

Blowing Rock, NC 28605
828-295-9151

Brett Burrowes

46 Lake Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-473-0760
BBurrowes@aol.com

Judy Frakes

604 Smith Court
Nampa, ID 83651
208-468-0849

David and Carol Hoffmann
N42 W32990 Neptune Bight
Nashotah, WI 53058

262-367-0809
carolahoffmann@hotmail.com

don’t hesitate to get in touch with any of the following people.

Joe and Sherryl Laffin
324 Fieldstream Drive
Boone, NC 28605
828-265-4834
laffinjoe@hotmail.com

Ronny and Brenda Luttrull
471 Anderson Road
Pembroke, KY 42266
502-475-9539

Ron and Pat Mace

318 Old US Highway 321
Blowing Rock, NC 28605
828-295-9096
AlpenAcres@aol.com

John Miller

636 NE 83rd Street
Miami, FL 33138
305-532-2541

Jamie and Robyn Resset
PO Box 3725

Boone, NC 28607
828-265-5343
jresset@boone.net
RResset@aol.com

Janie Snow

3008 Sharpsburg Court
Birmingham, AL 35213
205-957-1027

Jan Stewart

4378 Henderson Circle
Jackson, MS 39206
601-981-3004

Paul and Colette Varanouskas
12 Cornwell Street
Poughquag, NY 12570
845-227-4528
raineint@aol.com

Canada

Dereck and lIris Taylor
299 Mill Road, Apt 1708
Etobicoke, ONT M9C 4V9
416-622-3019

Europe

Christina Duncan

68 Sheriffs Park

Linlithgow

West Lothian EH49 7SS
Scotland

01506 846547

011 44 1506 846547 (from USA)
chrisduncan_scot@yahoo.co.uk

Richard and Irene Gilsenan
84 Sallins Bridge

Sallins, Co Kildare

Ireland

045 898548

011 353 45 898548 (from USA)

Marian Kinahan

36A Connell Drive
Newbridge, Co Kildare
Ireland

045 436006

011 353 45 436006 (from USA)

mariankinahan@eircom.net

Meryl Langley

11 Jackson Close
Northampton NN2 8XF
England

01604 711016

011 44 1604 711016 (from USA)

Kim Rogers

25 Burnet Close

East Hamilton

Leicester LE5 1TQ

England

0116 2764518

011 44 116 2764518 (from USA)
Krogers597@aol.com

Mary Walsh

3 Carlton Road

Gidea Park

Romford, Essex RM2 5AA
England

01708 749145

011 44 1708 749145 (from USA)

Who Am I?

* Larger Print

original

* Easier To Read
* Unedited from the

Norman Grubb’s

ho Am I?

< REPRINTED! >

Available NOW from




Teachers-Sharers

Brett Burrowes

46 Lake Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-373-0760
BBurrowes@aol.com

Page Prewitt

PO Box 403

Blowing Rock, NC 28605
828-264-4620

Scott Prewitt
PO Box 1762
Boone, NC 28607

Christina Duncan
68 Sheriffs Park

Linlithgow 828-265-0005
West Lothian EH49 7SS Zerub@aol.com
Scotland

01506 846547 Tommy Prewitt
011 44 1506 846547 (from USA) 915 Goshen Drive

chrisduncan_scot@yahoo.co.uk Boone, NG 28607
828-264-6966

Becca Glaser tprewitt@docrates.md

112 Wickham Square
Boone, NC 28607
828-264-7884
rglaser@boone.net

Ginny Mansoor

512 Goshen Drive
Boone, NC 28607
828-265-1697
agm1697@yahoo.com
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A Promise for the

Faithful...

Don’t worry about the wicked.

Don’t envy those who do
wrong.

For like grass,

they soon fade away.

Like springtime flowers,
they soon wither.

Trust in the Lord and do good.

Then you will live safely in the
land and prosper.

Take delight in the Lord,

And he will give you your
heart’s desires.

Commit everything you do
to the Lord.

Trust him, and he wiill

help you.

He will make your innocence
as clear as the dawn,

And the justice of your
cause will shine like the
noonday sun.

Psalm 37:1-6
(New Living Translation)

Wordr to Live Zgy. )

In the Bible an intercessor is anyone, everyone, who sees
situation with God’s eyes and moves in on it. The whole of
our life, all our lives, are full of frustrating yet challenging
situations—opportunities to seize and grasp.

In-House Counselor

Fowler Cooper, MBA, MA, MFT
Individual, Marriage, & Family Therapy
895 State Farm Road, Suite 210
Boone, NC 28607

828-264-9222
fowlercooper@apptechnc.net

Youth Ministry

Vicki Bedell

208 Carriage Lamp Court
Boone, NC 28607
828-265-4509
VicBedell@aol.com

Christina Duncan

68 Sheriffs Park
Linlithgow

West Lothian EH49 7SS
Scotland

01506 846547

011 44 1506 846547 (from USA)
chrisduncan_scot@yahoo.co.uk

Kari Mace

PO Box 2155

Boone, NC 28607
828-262-3655
Mace@email.unc.edu

Tony & Ginny Mansoor
512 Goshen Drive
Boone, NC 28607
828-265-1697
agm1697@yahoo.com

Scott Prewitt

PO Box 1762
Boone, NC 28607
828-265-0005
Zerub@aol.com

Robyn Resset
PO Box 3725
Boone, NC 28607
828-265-5343
RResset@aol.com

Kim Rogers

25 Burnet Close

East Hamilton

Leicester LE5 1TQ
England

0116 2764518

011 44 116 2764518 (from USA)
Krogers597@aol.com

Dacia Trethewey

174 Carriage Lamp Court
Boone, NC 28607
828-265-4721
ZNewsboone@aol.com

Subscriptions

The Intercessor is printed quarterly by Zerubbabel, Inc.,
and is mailed without charge to anyone who requests to be put
on our mailing list. The Intercessor is published in Boone, NC
and we shall be glad to place you on our subscription list.

The Intercessor is published for about $3100 an issue on
the Lord’s provisions. We have had a generous outpouring of
God’s gifts thus far, and are truly grateful to each who has par-
ticipated. By faith, we look for the continual outflow of the
“word of God” by us.

Material related solely to the magazine (i.e., letters, ques-
tions, information, articles for publication, etc.) should be sent
to the magazine office address, PO Box 1710, Blowing Rock,
NC 28605. To make tax deductible financial contributions for
all Zerubbabel outreaches, or to seek information on the
Zerubbabel outreach activities, this address should also be
used.

Postage is paid at Blowing Rock, NC.
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Zerubbabel Tape Ministry

The following audiotapes are offered as an aide to affirming the Lord’s revelations of “Christ in you.” They will be of interest to those Christians
who are seeking to further their understanding of living in union with Christ. All tapes have been recorded live at various gatherings and may
contain some background noise. Editing has been kept to a minimum in order to preserve the precious truths these tapes contain.

NORMAN GRUBB

Introduction—Collected teachings and personal
testimony providing an overview of the principles
that have guided his ministry. Singing Hills, NH,
1987 Set of two tapes— $10.00

Suffering—There is no suffering apart from
glory, and no glory apart from suffering. Singing
Hills, NH 1987. One tape—$5.00

As He Is, So Are We—An overview of 1 John,
followed by a discussion of sin in the believer.
Baltimore, MD, 1987. One tape— $5.00

Abraham (1975)

David (1976)
Elijah-Elisha (1977)
Esther-Mordecai (1975)
First John (1976)
Galatians (1976)
Hebrews (1976)

2 tapes- $10.00
3 tapes- $15.00
3 tapes- $15.00

1 tape- $5.00
3 tapes- $15.00
2 tapes- $10.00
3 tapes-$15.00

Jacob 2 tapes- $10.00
James (1977) 2 tapes- $10.00
Job (1975) 2 tapes- $10.00
Jonah (1975) 1 tape- $5.00
Joseph (1975) 1 tape- $5.00
Moses (1975) 4 tapes- $20.00
Philippians 1 tape- $5.00
Romans (1978) 5 tapes- $25.00
Samson (1977) 1 tape- $5.00

Il Corinthians (1977)
PAGE PREWITT

Body, Soul & Spirit—Understanding how to see
ourselves as God sees us. Blowing Rock, NC,
1986. Set of two tapes—$10.00

2 tapes- $10.00

No Independent Self—Understanding how
Satan’s trick works on the believer. Blowing Rock,
NC, 1986. One tape—$5.00

Alphabet Soup—When the ABC'’s of life are all
scrambled up and even saying “who you are” is not
working. Blowing Rock, NC, 1987. One tape—
$5.00

A Pinhole of Light—A personal struggle to find
the answer to life when all hope is gone.
Baltimore, MD, 1988, Set of three tapes—$15.00

Powerless Over Life—Who we are in Christ as it
relates to the twelve steps of Alcoholics Anonymous.
Kingston, NY, 1987. One tape—$5.00

Choice—What is it? How does it work? Page
answers these questions and explains what true choice
really is. Blowing Rock, NC, 1988. One tape—$5.00

Faith Creates a Reality—To believe into God
brings about God reality. Believing in ourselves
(just me) is what brings about Satan reality.
Cobham, England, 1989. One tape—$5.00

“Life Is Difficult”—The joy and glory of life is our
ability to transcend its difficulties. Poughkeepsie,
NY, 1990. Set of two tapes—$10.00

In Simple Terms—A practical look at the Total
Truth and how it works out in daily living. Blowing
Rock, NC, 1998. Set of three tapes—$15.00

Spirit: The Real You—While we are made up of
body, soul, and spirit, the only reality is spirit: lov-
ing, knowing, and choosing. Blowing Rock, NC,
1999. One tape—$5.00

BRETT BURROWES

The Basics of What We Believe Bible
Study—An overview of the Total Truth with an
emphasis on the “old man/new man” controversy.
Blowing Rock, NC, 1995. Set of two tapes—
$10.00

The Heart of the Gospel—How Paul’s gospel
can make a difference in our lives, as explained in
Romans 1-8. Blowing Rock, NC, 1994. Set of six
tapes—$30.00

The Word of Faith and our Mission—How our
faith brings God's word into manifestation.
Blowing Rock, NC, 1995. Set of four tapes—
$20.00

BRIAN COATNEY

Just Me—Insights into the operation of independ-
ent self. Kingston, NY, 1986. One tape— $5.00

The Set of Your Mind—A discussion of
Romans 8:6 and life in the Spirit. Singing Hills,
NH, 1985. One tape—$5.00

Freedom: The Foundation of Personhood—
Understanding the personhood of God and His
operation through us. San Bernadino, CA, 1986.
One tape— $5.00

Free-Fall of Faith—An overview of Romans
chapters 1 to 8 given on two separate occasions.
Kingston, NY & Baltimore, MD, 1987. Set of two
tapes—$10.00

Side 1: Isaiah 50:10: Walking by Faith In

Darkness—Walking in faith when there is no wit-
ness of the Spirit. Ft. Washington, PA, 1988.

To order tapes, please contact:

Side 2: Union Truth from the Parables—
Using the 2 parables in Matthew 13 as a springboard,
Brian examines the basic truths of who we are in
Christ. Poughkeepsie, NY, 1988. One tape—$5.00

The Mountain Shall Be a Plain—The word of
faith as illustrated from the word to Zerubbabel in
Zechariah 4:6-7. Atlanta, GA, 1988. One tape—$5.00

Revelation 16: The Seven Bowls—The inner
consequences of unbelief are really God's calling
cards to faith. Jackson, MS, 1989. One tape— $5.00

Seminar of 1 John—Teaching and group dis-
cussion of major themes in each chapter of this
unusual epistle. Baltimore, MD, 1988. Set of three
tapes—$15.00

OTHER SPEAKERS

Study of Philemon: Scott Prewitt—Scott
explains that as Paul acted as an advocate for
Philemon so Christ acts as an advocate for us. Market
Harborough, England, 1997. One tape—%$5.00

Zechariah 4:6,7: Tom Prewitt—The vision for
Zerubbabel. Singing Hills, NH, 1986. One tape—%$5.00

Satan’s Lie: “We Are The Problem!”: Tom
Prewitt—Tom shares how he confronted this lie
in his own life as he recounts the past 18 months
of seeming financial disaster. Hopkinsville, KY,
1989. One tape—%$5.00

Confessions of a Shrimp Peeler: Sanda
Cooper—Living the life we know to be “Christ as
us.” Blowing Rock, NC, 1985 and 1986. One
tape— $5.00

A Life Transformed: Sanda Cooper—
Recalling her years of growing up and the effect
of her mother’s alcoholism on her, Sanda shares
how she moved from isolation and depression to
a life totally spent on others. Lanham, MD, 1989.
Set of two tapes—$10.00

God’s Plan and How We Fit In: Sanda
Cooper—An in-depth look at who we are and
how we fit into God’s plan for His creation.
Lanham MD, 1989. Set of four tapes— $20.00

Set Free: Fowler Cooper—What began as a
defense mechanism as a child, led to an adult-
hood plagued by mind games and mental “traffic.”
Fowler shares what finally broke this incessant
pattern and gave him the freedom to live his life.
Blowing Rock, NC, 1988. One tape—$5.00

A Message for the Desperate: Scott
Breckenridge—Living a life caught in the misery of
Romans 7, to survive, Scott had to find a total answer
for his life. Dillon, MT, 1989. One tape— $5.00

Zerubbabel Press, Pat Mace, PO Box 1710, Blowing Rock, NC 28605 828-295-7982

Canadian readers: Tapes are available at same prices in Canadian funds ($5.00 per cassette) from
Iris Taylor, 299 Mill Rd., #1708, Etobicoke, Ont. MOC 4V9; tel. 416-622-3019.
British readers: For price list and to order tapes, contact:
Marian Kinahan, 36A Connell Drive, Newbridge, Co Kildare, Ireland; tel. 045 436006
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Title

Freedom: The Foundation of Personhood (1988)
From Despair To Delight (1990)

Who You Are and Not Who You Thought You Were (1989)
Continuous Revival

C. T. Studd, Cricketer & Pioneer (biography) (1933)
Intercession In Action (1991)

No Independent Self (1986)

Paul's Key to the Liberated Life: Romans 6-8 (1988)
Rees Howells, Intercessor (biography) (1952)

The Key To Everything (c. 1960)

The Law of Faith (1947)

To All Believers... It's as Simple as This (1986)
Touching the Invisible (1940)

Who Am 1? (1974)

Yes, | Am (1982)

Reaching Out Through Conferences (handbook)
Alphabet Soup (1992)

A Lawyer Tells It Like It Is (1990)

The Lame Take the Prey (autobiography) (1968)
The Chocolate Soldier

Fool and Fanatic? (excerpts from letters)

Holy Spirit Possession (c. 1983)

Author
Brian Coatney
Sanda Cooper
Jackie Ginn
Norman Grubb
Norman Grubb
Norman Grubb
Norman Grubb
Norman Grubb
Norman Grubb
Norman Grubb
Norman Grubb
Norman Grubb
Norman Grubb
Norman Grubb
Norman Grubb
Pat Mace
Page Prewitt
Tom Prewitt
Alfred Ruscoe
C.T. Studd
C.T. Studd
Florence Udell

Size
Pamphlet
Pamphlet
Pamphlet
46 pages
241 pages
38 pages
Pamphlet
Pamphlet
263 pages
Pamphlet
212 pages
33 pages
64 pages
165 pages
291 pages
Pamphlet
Pamphlet
Pamphlet
154 pages
Pamphlet
128 pages
110 pages

Price
$1.00
$1.00
$ 1.00
$ 3.00
$ 7.00
$ 2.00
$1.00
$ 2.00
$ 8.00
$ 2.00
$10.00
$ 2.00
$ 3.00
$ 8.00
$12.00
Free
$ 2.00
$1.00
$4.50
$1.00
$ 4.00
$ 4.50

Checks should be made payable in U.S. funds to Zerubbabel Press, PO Box 1710, Blowing Rock, NC 28605. Please
allow four weeks for delivery. For further information, please contact Sheryl Trethewey at 828-295-7982. Prices are
subject to change. For a price list and to order books, Canadian readers should contact Iris Taylor and British read-
ers contact Mary Walsh, whose addresses are listed under Zerubbabel Contacts.

Zerubbabel Book Ministry Order Form

35

BOOK TITLE

QUANTITY

PRICE EACH

TOTAL

Your Name

Total amount of orders

Add $2.00 for postage and handling

Your Address

Total amount enclosed

Mail to: Zerubbabel Press, PO Box 1710, Blowing Rock, NC 28605
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